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Mannum Community College Newsletter 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Staffing: We have been very busy planning and preparing, ge�ng ready for 

2023 staffing; appointments that have not previously been shared include:  

Brooke Spark has been appointed Junior School Leader for Semester 1. We 

farewell Sophie Frost, Tam McGavin, Sovhe Taylor, Cindy Malone, Adam 

Benjamin, Lachie Mudie, Emma Kelly and Julie Strauss and hope they enjoy 

every success in their future employment.  

We say goodbye to Kaye Davey as she re1res from the Department for 

Educa1on a2er over 40 years of service.  

We welcome Brianna Neeson (Recep1on), Demi Dunn (2/3) and Hannah Pi; 

(6/7A). We are awai1ng on confirma1on on other teachers to commence in 

2023.  

Mobile Phones/digital devices  – Work is currently underway with the 

Department to update the mobile phone policy for both primary and secondary 

schools. The state government has commi;ed to banning student access to mobile phones while at school across all 

year levels. Year 7-12 students have been informed of this new policy which will commence on the first day of Term 1 

when an updated policy will be distributed. This will ensure we help promote: 

♦ safe environments with reduced nega1ve impacts of inappropriate use of devices at school, such as 

cyberbullying, exposure to harmful content, and cri1cal incidents that involve mobile phones 

♦ classroom environments where teachers can teach and students can learn free from distrac1ons caused by 

personal use of devices  

♦ use of breaks as quality time away from screens, encouraging physical activity and play and meaningful face-to-

face connections with peers. 
 

2022 in review: At MCC we are crea1ng a footprint which showcases the excep1onal talent of our students through 

innova1ve opportuni1es such as the Robo1cs Team qualifying for Sydney for the Na1onal Championships, Opera1on 

Flinders, Outdoor Ed camp, Student Leader’s conferences where students met Professor Mar1n Westwall (DfE Chief 

Execu1ve), barista courses, Year 3/4 class coming second in the Na1onal Pharmacies Christmas Pageant compe11on 

winning $250. Undeniably, there have been other memorable moments throughout this year (too many to list but will 

name just a few) Year 12 formal, excursions, camps, numerous spor1ng events, Pedal Prix, Gala Day, Choir, Book Week 

and the PA building demoli1on. Through the opportuni1es we have provided within our school, many students have 

been able to develop their skills and compete at high levels and win compe11ons and scholarships. I am proud of the 

students who we have seen grow and develop into the young adults they are. Thank you to our teachers who dedicate 

their 1me to support students with their goals and ensure these events are able to come to frui1on. In 2023 we look 

forward to con1nuing many of these projects and build towards many community 1es. 

To our gradua1ng Year 12’s, over the past few years COVID-19 has tried it’s hardest to make the final years of your 

educa1on journey quite difficult, however it didn’t defeat your spirit, drive and determina1on to complete your SACE. 

You will be the year level remembered as the ones who ba;led a global pandemic, which threatened to shut down 

schools, but now you have made it! Congratula1ons! 

I’d like to thank the students, staff, Governing Council, parents and community for their enormous efforts throughout 

2022; so many people go above and beyond in order for the school to have such rich experiences and opportuni1es.  

Wishing all families a Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays; we look forward to seeing all of our families on Monday 

30th January 2023.  

Michelle Grieger 

Principal 

CALENDAR DATES 

Fri 16th Dec 2022 Last day of Term 4

   2.10pm dismissal  

 

Mon 30th Jan 2023 First day of Term 1 

Fri 3rd Feb 2023 Splash Dash Yr 4-12  

Fri 3rd Mar 2023 Sports Day R-12 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

Wow—what a wonderful year it’s been in Junior School.  I reflect back on my 1me here and am very proud of what 

our students and Junior School teaching and support staff team have achieved in 2022. Over the year our Junior 

School students have been involved in so many wonderful opportuni1es for learning and for building many 

rela1onships. I would like to thank Michelle Grieger for the opportunity I have had at making an impact on the 

educa1on and well being of the students and staff in our Junior School.  

Year 5 Gradua3on 

On Tuesday night our amazing Year 5 cohort celebrated their year of 

learning with dinner and gradua1on into Middle School at the 

Community Club.  Many thanks go to Michele Holloway, Cindy Malone, 

Tam McGavin, Sovhe Taylor, Patriz Kerkenaar and Anne Jolly for their 

efforts over this year at ins1lling these learners with wonderful learning 

opportuni1es, self belief, growth and kindness.  The celebra1on ended 

with the whole group of Year 5’s singing a celebratory song together, in 

what we hope will be a new tradi1on.  I would like to commend our 

students on their a;endance, their manners and their par1cipa1on in the 

night.  Well done and best of luck to you in 2023.   

Red Cross: Pillowcase Project 

On Monday 12th December some of our Junior School classes were involved in the 

Red Cross Pillowcase Project.  This was an excellent opportunity for our students 

to learn the importance of being prepared for not only emergencies but also with 

everyday life skills.   

Swimming 

It was great to see the sun shine for a few days of our recent swimming lessons.  

When the weather was a bit grey and cold we were able to have some important 

river safety lessons.  I hope those children who embraced the swimming took a lot 

of life skills and lessons out of the two weeks. 

Rugby Tag Clinic 

Some of our Junior School were involved in a Rugby Tag clinic this week.  The 

students were energe1c, engaged and showed so many fabulous skills with the 

sport.  There was an exuberant amount of energy when it came to the tackle bags! 

So long, farewell…. 

I now bid farewell to the staff, students and community of Mannum as I move onto 

another posi1on closer to home, at Strathalbyn.  I have thoroughly enjoyed ge�ng to 

know all the students here and have been blown away by the embracing welcome I 

have had right from the start of my year.  I wish MCC as a whole all the best with the 

future and know that our new Junior School Leader, Brooke Spark will lead our staff 

and students with enthusiasm, an open mind and welcoming smile in her six month 

tenure.  I have loved every moment of working here and wish all of our families a safe 

and merry Christmas. 

 

Student home internet program 

The student home internet program can provide internet access to students who do not have reliable home internet, 

so they can con1nue to learn and study at home.  

Find out more about the program and how parents and carers can apply by visi1ng the department’s website.  

 

               Sophie Frost 

               Junior School Leader 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

It’s hard to believe that we are so close to the end of the school year and Christmas. It has been a hec1c 1me with all 

sorts of new situa1ons and dilemmas to deal with, but the Middle School students 

and staff have come through with flying colours and are stronger for it. 

It was great to see the Middle School all together on Wednesday a2ernoon for our 

final assembly where we could celebrate our learning, have a chance to thank 

those who have supported us, and listen to new informa1on that will affect us all 

next year. 

The compere rolls were given to the Year 9’s as this will be their last event as 

Middle School students, and the class nominated Ella Johnson and Jamie-Lee 

Strauss as their representa1ves. Both girls did an admirable job, speaking clearly 

and acknowledging each and every achievement. 

Each home class chose representa1ves to speak about what their group was up to,  

and the students kept us entertained with their colourful interpreta1ons of 

events. 

Robbie Richards-Koch gave a  par1cularly comprehensive run down on his group’s 

learning, making sure to include feedback from each and every class 

member. 

Ms Odera introduced her SRC group who talked about ini1a1ves around 

the school and invited students to take an interest and give feedback. 

Several awards were given for the Premier’s Reading Challenge, Quick 

Smart Maths and Push for Excellence. It was really encouraging to see so 

many student receive awards, especially the Year 6/7’s as they have only 

just started their journey in their Push for Excellence system.  

Mrs Grieger let the students know about the new departmental phone 

and device policy, and this proved to be of immense interest to most 

students. Please look out for  further details on this so that you are aware 

of the requirements for your child, as the policy will be implemented from 

the beginning of 2023 and consequences will apply for inappropriate use.  

I would like to finish by thanking the students, staff, and the school 

community for their hard work and support during my three year tenure at Mannum 

Community College. I have enjoyed working with everyone, and I especially enjoyed ge�ng 

to know the students and suppor1ng them to be their best. I wish everyone a safe and 

merry Christmas, and I look forward to taking up my role as a 

Senior School teacher at Mannum Community College in 

2023. 

Kathryn Hese 

Middle School and Literacy Leader 
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

The last few weeks of Term 4 has been very busy getting student resulting and reporting done in time for SACE and 

department deadlines. Our new 2022 Year 11 and 12 students commence their subjects for next year with our step up 

program in Weeks 8 and 9. Although, it has been very busy term for everyone, this provides students with the 

opportunity to get a head start on their subjects for 2023.  

We have had a jammed packed year in the Senior School with many opportunities and highlights. I would like to take 

the opportunity to thank all the MCC staff who have worked tirelessly with students to achieve the best possible 

results in what has been another challenging year for all, particularly our stage 2 (Year 12) teachers for the above and 

beyond efforts they put into the students and their success.  

Things to consider 

Holiday laptop contract agreements are available for senior students, please see the office, ICT staff or myself.  

2023 VET enrolment forms have been issued to those students who have selected VET pathways through their subject 

counselling process. Please support your children to complete and return forms ASAP (they are now overdue). 

I would also like to commend the student cohort on the overall success for the year and way they have handled 

themselves through school, community events and off site opportunities. 

I look forward to seeing everyone again in the New Year. 

AFL Max experience 

Last week our sports Academy group attended AFL Max as part of their final assessment for SACE Stage 1 with Mr 

Jaensch; undertaking a wide range of pressure situations, fitness testing and character building activities. The centre is 

a purpose built high performance centre with an AFL football flavour. The centre is co-owned by James Podsiadly 

former Crows and Geelong Premiership player, designed for school groups and high performance athletes.  

  

Our very own Kobee Dabinett (after a full day of training had already been completed) set a new AFL Max record on 

the Yo-Yo fitness test with Jordan Barker (SSO) and Chad Reschke closely behind.  

   

Kind regards  

Kieran Jaensch 

Senior School Leader 
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 WELLBEING NEWS 

 

Our 2023 School Captains Natalie and 

Jade represented MCC at the Public 

Educa1on Student Forum where they 

analysed wellbeing and engagement 

data.  

The focused on school belonging and 

school climate. Students got an      

opportunity to brainstorm and      

iden1fied ac1ons that could be       

implemented to not only improve on 

their wellbeing but make learning  

relevant to them. 

Student Voice 

Correta Odera 

Wellbeing Leader 

 

Student Voice It Team completed the 

project they have been working on—a 

mural for mo1va1onal quotes from 

their peers. The outcome is a result of 

using cri1cal and crea1ve thinking to 

explore data, plan and take ac1on to 

build everyone’s wellbeing.   

Alongside the hard work students had 

1me for some teambuilding talks and 

ac1vi1es. 

 

KINDNESS WEEK  

A2er such a busy year, it was pleasant 

to have our Junior School SRC team 

organise one of our last events for the 

year—promo1ng kindness in Junior 

School. Students had so much fun 

thinking of ways to be kind and 

pu�ng this into prac1ce. We also had 

1me to paint kindness rocks , art and 

cra2s and spending 1me with peers  

being kind to one another.  

Student Forum 
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JOY’S CORNER  

Seasons for Growth 

Ms Spark’s R/1 class have 

enjoyed an introduc1on to 

the Seasons for Growth 

program as a class which 

has been very posi1ve.  

Story of the Book 

On 18
th

 November Year 8-12 students were treated to a 

special, unusual exhibi1on of ancient and old 

manuscripts, historical documents and old Bibles from 

13
th

 century handwri;en manuscripts and 

15
th

 century printed books including a replica of the first 

printed book—a Bible by Johann Gutenberg in Germany 

(shown below).   

 

Christmas Tree Fes3val 

Four of our Junior School classes added some Christmas 

cheer to this year’s Christmas Tree Fes1val.  The Hall 

looked amazing full of Christmas trees from different 

community groups.  

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers 

A huge thank you to all who have volunteered their 

3me to support our school community this year in so 

many different ways. We really appreciate you!! 

Please make sure you call into the front office before 

the end of the year for a li;le something to say a BIG 

thank you! 

Thank you to the 

members of the 

Riverword Chris1an 

Centre for repairing our 

River Mallee & Districts 

(formerly Upper South 

East) netball uniforms. 

Mentors 

Our mentors celebrated the year with the students 

they mentor and their care-givers with an a2ernoon 

tea on Thursday 8th December. Our mentors are here 

every week to support their student and I’m told it is a 

very posi1ve experience for both.  

Choir 

Our choir held their last concert for the year for the 

Year 3/4 classes. What a great experience! We look 

forward to next years Year 6 class taking on the 

challenge. 

Piano concert 

Here are most of the amazing pianists who performed 

at this year’s piano concert with their teacher Mrs Raz 

and they sounded 

amazing! Well done 

everyone. 

 

 

 

I wish you all a very happy Christmas with your families 

and safe and relaxing holidays! 

     Joy Marks   

     Pastoral Care Worker 

Sennacheribs  Wax Tablet 

Torah Scroll 

Seeing a replica of the ‘Rose;a Stone’ 
13th century Hand-

wri;en manuscript 
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