Term 1: 14th Feb 2022

Mannum Community College Newsletter

CALENDAR DATES
Splash Dash
—Murray Bridge Pool
11th March: Sports Day
14th March: Public Holiday
15th-25th March: R-5 Swimming lessons
22nd March: USE Swimming
29th March: USE Athletics
1st April:
SAPSASA Swimming
5th April:
Cross Country
8th April:
SSSSA Athletics
15th April:
Good Friday

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

4th March:

Covid: On behalf of myself and the MCC staff I would like to thank you all for
your patience and understanding during the first few weeks of school. It has certainly presented many new challenges for us all however we continued to remain
positive, open minded and resilient during these times.
The students and teachers have proven the strongest in the ever changing times,
adapting and modifying their learning routines to accommodate the ‘hybrid’
learning. We are looking forward to all students returning to school and resuming
face to face teaching and learning.
Covid 19 measures at school:
Please continue to follow the following COVID safe measures at our school.

 Physical distancing where possible.
 Continue to practice hand and respiratory hygiene. Hand sanitiser and disposable masks are encouraged for you to use while on school grounds.
Report to the school at any time if your child is unwell or has been in close contact with a positive case.
Face masks:

 required for adults, except when it impedes the ability to teach.
 required for students in Years 7 to 12
 strongly recommended for students in Years 3 to 6
 medical exemptions also apply.
New staff: I would particularly like to welcome the new families who have chosen Mannum to continue the
important education for their children. We not only welcome you to the school but to the community. For our new
teaching staff we welcome Adam Benjamin who will be teaching across the 6/7 classes, Alex Campbell-Wilson who will
be teaching Middle/Senior science and maths, Lachlan Mudie teaching the 2/3 class and Suzie Jarratt taking the 3/4
class for Term 1. We are yet to appoint a Junior School and Wellbeing leader. I am pleased to inform you that I have
been appointed as Principal for the remainder of the year and I look forward to maintaining a strong connection with
the school and community.
Grievance Procedure: From time to time issues or concerns arise that need to be resolved. It is almost always best
practice to speak to the person you have the concern with first, before speaking to anyone else about it. If this is not
possible we encourage students to speak to someone to help them speak to the person concerned, practice strategies
for the conversation, or speak to the person on their behalf. Please note it is not ok for a parent or adult to approach a
child within the school setting to settle disagreements between students; please find a staff member to help you with
this. If these approaches do not produce a solution please contact the relevant sub-school leader or me.
Site Improvement Plan: Late last year staff worked hard to analyse student data, identify areas for improvement and
develop strategies to use as a school to achieve improvements. Our new 2022 focus will be presented to Governing
Council in the coming weeks and then available on the school’s website. Our areas of focus are: writing to increase
grade band shift, numeracy – Big Ideas in Number and reading with a focus on before, during and after reading
strategies. Stay tuned to hear more about these foci in greater detail.
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Junior School SEE SAW: All Junior School classes will be using SeeSaw digital folios. The advantages being work can
be shared much more regularly with you and communication between families and school will be easier as well. You
can access SeeSaw using the QR code teachers have sent to each family and by downloading the Seesaw Family app.
The teachers would also have emailed the information through to you so check your inbox.
Lateness/absences: If your child is late or absent, please contact the school to let us know (SeeSaw, Email or phone
are all great options). If your child arrives after 8:50am they will need to be signed in at the front office. Attendance at
school is important. Please note that if your child is absent and school has not received notice from a parent then it is
school policy for a staff member to make contact.
Hats & Uniform: We would like to remind parents that hats must be worn in Term 1 and that there are plenty of
uniforms available to purchase so if you need to grab some, please pop in to the Front Office. If uniform purchase is
an issue for you please speak to our Front Office staff.
Splash Dash: Will go ahead on Friday 4th March at the Murray Bridge Pool. House captains and students are preparing
the event and more information will be sent out in the coming weeks with details.
Canteen: Your ongoing support has enabled the canteen to be open five days a week this year! Continue to use for
convenience or place your order at the canteen.
Michelle Grieger

2022 Library Borrowing

Principal
Monday:

1/2 O’Hara/Tubbenhauer
R/1 Garret/Tubbenhauer
6/7 Love
8 Campbell-Wilson

Tuesday:

2/3 Mudie
6/7A Benjamin
4/5 Kerkenaar/Taylor

MCC BUS RUNS
Our three School Bus Drivers now have mobile
phones.
Walkerflat 0460604582

Wednesday: 3/4 Monjean
Thursday:

6/7B Quinn
Friday:

Bowhill 0498274956
Punthari 0498285822
Please text messages only.
No messages between: 7:30am-9.00am OR 2:30pm4:30pm
*unless an emergency

5 Jolly

R/1 Spark
3/4A Strauss

Borrowing Limits:
R-5

3 books

6-9

5 books

10-12 10 books
Loan limit: Four weeks—overdue notes delivered once a
week on Wednesdays.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
Welcome back to the school year! It has been a challenging start but it has been
great to see and hear from the students, and we all look forward to supporting
them in their learning in whatever way we can.
I would like to take the opportunity to introduce our new Middle School teachers,
Ms Alex Campbell-Wilson and Mr Adam Benjamin. Ms Campbell-Wilson is the Year
8 home-group teacher and she teaches Science and Maths to the Year 9’s and year
10’s. Mr Benjamin is one of the 6/7 home-group teachers and he also teaches
Maths and Science to all the 6/7 students, Design and Technology to some of the
6/7 students, and Science to the Year 8 class. Please make them welcome and feel
free to contact them if you have any questions or would just like to introduce yourself and chat.
I have been really impressed with some of the Science and STEM learning going on
in the Middle School classes of late, and I have captured a few photos of Mr
Benjamin’s class designing and making bridge structures whilst learning to get
along and “build bridges” with others while doing it. The students had a lot of fun
and I could really see some great relationships developing.
We are looking forward to having all our students back at school as soon as
possible but we need to make sure they are safe and healthy. To do this I ask that
students wear their masks where possible and that they look after their personal
hygiene by washing their hands thoroughly and using hand sanitiser when asked.
Covid is testing for all of us, but working together and being respectful and supportive will help us get through it. We have many fun activities to look forward to
like Splash Day and Sports Day, and with a little bit of luck and support for one
another they should all go ahead. Let’s have a great first term together!
Kathryn Hese
Middle School Leader
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS
Welcome back for 2022!
Welcome back to all our Senior School students and families. We officially welcome our new Year 10 cohort into the
Senior School. We have had a disrupted start to the year with COVID-19 restrictions still impacting us, but I would like
to thank all students and families for their cooperation, with a generally strong commitment to online and face to face
learning across our Senior School for the first two weeks.
Computers: A reminder to families that we have 1:1 laptop
computer access for Senior School students. A contract is signed
and a payment schedule is put in place for the year. The school
has set this initiative to ensure our students can maximise their
time both at school and home to be successful with their
schooling in the senior years. Year 10 students will be receiving
brand new LENOVO touch screen laptops which will stay with
them for the remainder of their senior school years.
Reminder for parents and families of Year 12 students. In 2022
selected Year 12 students have the flexibility of accessing off site learning programs during non-contact school time to
support their studies of Vocational Education Training (VET) and apprenticeships/traineeships, this allows students
the ability to undertake work experience and employment opportunities. This initiative is only available to those students needing to undertake compulsory work placements to support their studies. Required forms must be signed off
with placements in place before students can access this.
We have an exciting year planned with lots of extra-curricular activities to enhance student experiences, so please
keep an eye out for further correspondence on planned excursions and events once restrictions are lifted.
Please keep in contact with myself and senior teaching staff if you have any queries or concerns about your young
persons learning.

Kieran Jaensch
Senior School Leader
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JOY’S CORNER Community Mentoring
Welcome back to a new year!
It has been another unusual start this year, but I’ve really
enjoyed seeing those of you that have been able to return to school and I’m looking forward to seeing the rest
of you next week! If you are feeling overwhelmed with
the current challenges we are all facing please speak with
us. While we can’t change the situation we’re in, we may
be able to support you in some relevant way.
Student Wellbeing Phone Support

used correctly, can be very effective? For starters, laughter
helps give you some objectivity and allows you to find common ground with your child, even during an interaction that
might have been tense and angry moments before. Simply
put, it’s hard to be mad and laugh at the same time. As
you’ve probably noticed in your own life, the ability to find
the humour in a situation can instantly dissolve a fight or
help us relate to one another in a new way.
Laughter should always be about the situation, and not
about the person.

Kimochis
Kimochi lessons have already
begun
in
the
Reception classes chatting
about feelings. Kimochis is a
fun way for young people to increase their understanding
of their emotions and a good start in learning how to
express and manage those ‘hard to have feelings’ that are
as equally important as the ones we like to have.
At the start of a new school year we have a ‘blank
canvas’ and a new hope. Last year is gone, the year
ahead is ours to paint. Let’s do our best painting with
renewed hope for what we can achieve together.

Remember, how we look at things affects how we choose to
react or respond to a situation. The ability to view the
situation from a lighter perspective, when it’s appropriate,
can help keep you calm and help you respond from a more
thoughtful place, rather than from an emotional one. It’s
important to note that one of the very first things we do in
life is laugh, before we speak or even walk. There’s a reason
people say, “Laughter is good for the soul,” and “Laughter is
the best medicine”—there really is that physical benefit,
because it relieves stress and benefits your circulation and
respiratory system, to name just a few things. Humour helps
to soften some of the worst blows that life delivers.
www.empowering parents.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------Mid Murray Family Connections
MMFC supported by Mid Murray Council aims to support
families, especially those with young children. If you are
aware of any gaps in services or needs of local families that
are currently unmet, please let me know and also any ideas
or strategies that you have to help address issues that you
are aware of.

Just a thought:
As a parent, when all else fails, sometimes all you can do
is laugh. But did you also know that finding the humour in My best wishes to everyone for the year ahead!
a situation is actually a helpful coping skill that, when Joy Marks

Pastoral Care Worker
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