Term 4: 18 October 2021

Mannum Community College Newsletter

CALENDAR DATES
22nd Oct

SAPOL Road safety Sessions R-5

25th Oct

Grandfriends Day

25th Oct

Governing Council

27th Oct

A Voice Of Hope presentation

29th Oct

World Teachers Day

29th Oct

Hot shots Tennis

6th Nov

White Tie Dinner

8-9th Nov

Year 7 Aquatics

11th Nov

Remembrance Day

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Local Schools Community Fund: Last year we were fortunate to source a Local
Schools Community grant through our local federal member, Tony Pasin. Students
from Reception to Year 12 have benefited from the various elements of this
project mainly in the areas of Agriculture (portable amenities), PE (shelving and
storage) and Design & Technologies (pan brake and electrical fit–out). The local
community benefits through having its Agricultural & Engineering workforce
developed further and the clearer, more organised space benefits everybody.

COVID19 Vaccinations: Attached to this newsletter is a letter from the Chief Public Health Officer, Nicole Spurrier encouraging
everyone aged 12 years and over in your household to get vaccinated against COVID-19 as soon as possible. Consent from a
parent/caregiver for COVID-19 vaccination is required for anyone under the age of 16. To find a location to get vaccinated and
book, visit www.covidvaccine.sa.gov.au .
2022 Planning: Thank you to the families who have responded whether or not they will be attending MCC in 2022. If you have
ideas or recommendations for your child’s class placement please let the front office know on 85691503 or
dl.1170.info@schools.sa.edu.au by Monday 25/10/2021. All requests will be considered however there is no guarantee that they
can be accommodated.
Staffing Update: In addition to the last newsletter we welcome Xiaoxiao Li to the Middle & Senior School science and maths
classes behind Georgia McLaren; we hope she enjoys her first venture into teaching. Also, Graeme Buchan has announced that he
will be retiring at the end of 2021; Graeme has been our Senior Arts teacher for many years and we wish him well in his
preparations over the coming weeks.
MCC Teachers’ Day: Mannum Community College will celebrate and thank the teaching profession on World Teachers’ Day Friday 29 October. World Teachers’ Day is held internationally in early October—and is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate and
thank our teachers for their important role in our communities and for the positive impact they have on the lives of students.
Hats: The MCC Inclement Weather policy aims to “…maintain the health and welfare of students and adults of Mannum Community College…” therefore “…during Term 1 and 4 all students and staff are required to wear
hats that protect their face, neck and ears e.g. legionnaire, broad brimmed or bucket hats,
whenever they are outside.” If someone does not have a hat they will be asked to stay in the
shade – be prepared!
Presentation Day 19/11/20: Please note that Presentation Day for Years 6-12 is 9:15am for
a 9:30am start at the Mannum Complex. You will receive a letter soon if your child is
receiving an award; please RSVP as soon as possible. There will not be any catering provided
this year and all adults are asked to COVID check-in and wear masks unless they are presenting. The adults will be asked to socially
distance and sit separate to the students.

Kylie Eggers
Principal
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS
Welcome to Term 4! It’s hard to believe we are in the last term of this school year. The Junior School Summer Vibes
Concerts was a hit with so many parents and family members attending the two concerts. The teachers, SSOs and I
are so proud of the many achievements the students have made with their learning so far this year. We have had a
great start to the first week where we have welcomed new and returning teachers and new families, and we are looking forward to what will be a very busy but fun term.
As the term progresses we will be seeing warmer weather, so this means all students are expected to wear a bucket,
broadbrim or legionnaire hat. Swimming lessons will occur throughout Weeks 7 & 8 (22nd November— 3rd December). Ask your child to try on their bathers to make sure they fit! More information on class timetables will be sent out
closer to the event.
A note from the Junior School SLC members:
SLC Term 4 Reading Challenge:
We have noticed as an SLC group that at the Junior School end of term assemblies, the amount of children who are
receiving reading awards is becoming less and less. This only means one thing – that children are not reading every
night! So we thought we would create a Ninja Warrior Reading Challenge to encourage all children to read. The Reading Challenge will go for 5 weeks and we will be encouraging and promoting how
great reading is to all classes. The more each student in each class reads, the
further their class progresses through the Ninja course. There will be prizes for
the classes who read the most books each week. We are looking forward to seeing how many students read this term.
SLC Committee: Mia R, Shelby, Ruby, Eddie, Ashton, Jamie, Mia V
Reading
Please listen to your child read at least 3 nights a week. We understand that some families have outside commitments
after school and these are very valuable to the children’s well being. There is nothing that can replace practise,
practise and practise. Even children who are able to read independently need to be listened to and asked questions to
check they can understand what they have read. The purpose of reading is to understand - so by simply asking a few
questions we can encourage children to read for meaning rather than just sounding out words. Older students still
need to be listened to for this reason also.
Other events happening in the Junior School very soon are:
Week 3:
25/10 Monday – Grandfriends Day
27/10 Wednesday - Hope Downloaded Presentation
29/10 Friday – Hot Shots Tennis in Mannum
Michelle Grieger
Deputy Principal
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
It was great to talk to the students again after a two-week break. I have heard all sorts
of stories about what they did during the holidays, everything from visiting Ularu and
going through the many Covid check points, to building a chook coop with pa.
However, now it’s time to get back into the swing of school and Term 4 is going to be
another jam packed period with lots of learning and fun activities.
First, though, I must mention some activities that took place last term. The Operation
Flinders trek lead by Sonny Lombardi and Kiri Thompson was one of these events. Kiri
made quite a name for herself as she soldiered on despite being injured. The students
had a great time and learnt some valuable life lessons along the way. Mrs Dohnt also
worked hard to give the Year 8 students a Japanese cultural experience in Adelaide.
They enjoyed the food, well most of it, and were able to relate cultural customs learnt
in class to practical everyday experiences. Late in the term, the Year 9 Geography class
enjoyed a visit from Harley who talked about indigenous sustainability and hunting
practices.
One of the activities due to take place in Term 4 is Hot Shots Tennis. This will involve
the Year 6 students and will take place on Friday 29th October (Week 3) at the
Mannum Tennis Club. The Year 7s will have the opportunity to attend Aquatic
sessions that will be held on Monday November 8th and Tuesday November 9th (Week
5) at the Murraylands Aquatic Centre in Murray Bridge. This event is always popular
with the students as it gives them a chance to experience an array of different water
activities with the support of expert instruction. Information about this event will be
given to students next week. The Choir will take part in some more exciting intensive
practice sessions in Murray Bridge in Week 3 on Tuesday and Thursday, and they will
continue to practice on site to be the best they can be. The Remembrance Day
ceremony, lead by the Year 9s, is certainly an event to look forward to and several
learning activities have been scheduled in classes across the Middle School so that
students have a deeper understanding and appreciation of what this day is
commemorating.
Planning for Year 5 students moving into Middle School is also on the agenda, and as
we find out the final numbers of students in the next two weeks we will confirm and
set a transition program.
Finally, it is important to remember that Term 4 is a short term with a lot of valuable
learning to be done. To make sure it is a success, regular attendance at school is a
must and a big effort needs to be made by every students to concentrate, be kind,
and do their best in class.

Kathryn Hese
Middle School Leader
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS
Term 4 is upon us and we are on the home stretch of what has been another challenging year for all. Our Year 12
students are entering their last few weeks of their schooling with final assessment pieces due and exams only a short
time away. We ask that families support our young people at home as best they can as we do the same within our
schooling environment to best prepare our students for these final weeks.
In Week 1 of term, our Year 11 Outdoor Education students have endured their major assessment bike ride from
Carrickalinga to Mannum, camping each night and self catering. The weather held up most of the way during the day
with the nights being cool with some rain, just to make the camping adventures that bit more interesting.

Upcoming events & things to consider




Year 12 Future Pathways meetings – book times with Kieran Jaensch.
Year 12s finish compulsory school attendance Week 3 Term 4 (subject sign off sheets required).
Year 12 Exams operating Weeks 4-6 Term 4
Monday 01 November, 2021 13:30 Essential Mathematics Examination 2 hours 10 minutes
Wednesday 03 November, 2021 13:30 General Mathematics Examination 2 hours 10 minutes
Friday 05 November, 2021 09:00 Biology Examination 2 hours 10 minutes
Tuesday 09 November 2021 09:00 Chemistry Examination 2 hours 10 minutes
Thursday 11 November 2021 09:00 Physics Examination 2 hours 10 minutes
Thursday 11 November 2021 13:30 Nutrition Examination 2 hours 10 minutes.

Kieran Jaensch
Senior School Leader
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Encounter Youth—Alcohol & Drug Education
Thank you so much to the Mannum Progress Association for supporting MCC by helping to fund this
beneficial program. Encounter Youth provide not only education to young people, teachers, parents
and community, they also support the public by running the Schoolies Festival and providing volunteer
support groups in the city (particularly Hindley Street) on weekends from 11pm—5am.
Our students were shown data that reveals that most young people choose not to drink, normalising
the choice to live a healthier, safer lifestyle. They were also given many effective strategies to keep
themselves and their friends safe at parties.
We also hosted a parent information session open to the community. Although we did not many attended, there was some
helpful information. I would like to share tips from this session about considerations when hosting a party for your teenage
child.
Hosting a Party for your Teenager
Invitations:

Beware social media invites. Are they sent privately or publicly? Avoid open invites.

You may like to have the names of attendees so you know who was actually invited.

Emergency contacts for attendees may be helpful.

Inform other parents about the party.
Times:

Make times specific. Avoid things like; ‘til late’. Negotiate finishing times with your child.

Will you have a lockout time? This may limit party-crashers.
Supervision:

1:10 ratio of adults to young people is strongly advised.

Sight a responsible adult that is picking up kids from the party. How are young people getting home?

Patrol dark spots/secluded areas. Wander around with food to do this unobtrusively.
Food & Drinks

Start the night with wholesome food.

Use wristbands to identify who is of legal drinking age at mixed-age parties.

Have a bar set-up so a responsible adult can monitor young people’s drinking.
Organisation:

Organise the party in consultation with your child. Get them involved in the decision making and preparation as much as
possible (including set-up and pack-up). Explain your concerns your may have around times, number of people, whether
alcohol is consumed or not, etc).
For more information:

Go to education@encounteryouth.com.au and look for the ‘Education’ tab and see ‘Parent’ section. There is helpful
information on how to host a party and many other relative topics.

Find information about Secondary Supply Laws at Encounter Youth or the Alcohol and Drug Foundation.
Mental Musings
All Problems are Illusions of the Mind: “...it is impossible to have a problem when your attention is fully in the now. A situation
either needs to dealt with or accepted. Why make it into a problem? Why make anything into a problem? Isn’t life challenging
enough as it is?...Are you carrying in your mind the insane burden of a hundred things that you will or may have to do in the
future instead of focussing your attention on the one thing that you can do now? Eckhart Tolle—The Power of Now

Sonny Lombardi
Wellbeing Leader
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JOY’S CORNER
Welcome back to Term 4.
Hope you enjoyed your holiday break and are feeling refreshed and revived! Term 4 is
usually a very busy term with lots of things happening. Here are a few things that are
coming up:
Our Year 12s are busily completing assignments and preparing for their final exams,
which start soon. I wish them well as they complete their schooling and prepare for
the next stage of their life!
Hope Downloaded
On Wednesday Week 3 (October 27th) in Lessons 4 and 5 Primary School band Hope
Downloaded will be performing live at Mannum Community College with their show
‘A Voice of Hope’ for Reception-Year 7 students.
This is a Christian option show all about the words that we speak and how we can use our words to make a positive
impact. The presenters encourage young people to be kind, helpful and true through live music, storytelling and
interactive activities. A Voice of Hope also includes a visit from beloved Kimochis® Character, Hugtopus (a life-sized
octopus' character). Please let us know if you don’t want your child to attend or would like to know more.
Mental Health Awareness Month (each October) is an initiative of SA Health and is coordinated by the Mental
Health Coalition of South Australia (MHCSA). Their aim is to encourage all South Australians to consider their own
mental health and the mental health of everyone in their community. It’s an opportunity to
have conversations with your friends, family and community about mental health and wellbeing. Check out the website for ideas. Mental Health Awareness Month | SA Health

The Not White Tie Dinner
On Saturday November 6th the Mid Murray Family Connections group have planned a more
casual White Tie dinner called the ‘The Not White Tie Dinner’ still being supported by the
Mannum Community Club. This promises to be a fun and entertaining evening with musician Les Sumner and
comedian ‘The Beautiful Bogan’ and still including our silent auction tables to raise funds in support of family wellbeing. Tickets are available from the school or Mannum Community Club for $30 (or $20 for students). Why not come
along?
Joy Marks
Pastoral Care Worker
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FLOW Mother Daughter Workshop
Public · Hosted by FLOW Fostering Love of Womanhood

Education is the key to empowerment.
We will discuss:
•The changes they're going through and what to expect
•Cycles, how to understand what's going on throughout the month and ways we
can nurture and support ourselves
• Story sharing and solidifying a strong bond
•Discuss menstrual products including sustainable and reusable options
•Create personalised essential oil blends
And most importantly connect with one another and create community, for when
women gather, magic happens
Nutritious lunch included courtesy of @realfoodlife
SEE LINK FOR DETAILS: https://www.facebook.com/fosteringloveofwomanhood
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