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Mannum Community College Newsletter 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Plans for $2 million school upgrade released: Exciting upgrades are on 
the way for our school, with initial concept plans for a $2 million facility 
upgrade released. Early plans detail upgrades to learning facilities, includ-
ing a new building with two art spaces, a performing arts space and 
breakout rooms. We will keep you updated as the project progresses.    

NAPLAN Results : Naplan results will be mailed out to parents over the 
coming week. If you have an questions, please arrange a time to speak 

with your child’s teacher or a person from the leadership team.   

Staffing: 
Anne Jolly has been very unwell with flu in the latter part of this term along with caring for her elderly parents and we 
wish her a speedy recovery. I’d like to thank the Year 5 class and our suite of relief staff who have been very flexible 
and adaptable with their learning and getting ready for the concert.  
 

Jo Gibbon is leaving MCC at the end of Term 3; we wish her well in her future endeavours and hope to see her in the 
future. We welcome Ms Sovhe Taylor and Ms Patriz Kerkenaar who will be sharing the teaching role in the 4/5 class in 
Term 4.   
 

In Term 4 Sovhe Taylor will also working in the 3/4 Class (Zrim) for one day per week.  
 

In Term 4 we welcome back Michaela O’Hara from maternity leave and also welcome Anna Tubbenhauer who will be 
co-teaching with Michaela 0.5FTE in the 1/2 class. We farewell Kiri Thompson from the 1/2 class who has accepted a 
position at Murray Bridge South PS for Term 4.  
 

Georgia McLaren will be leaving us for Whyalla in Term 4 (only at this stage) and we will let her classes and our       
community know as soon as we find a replacement. 
 

Congratulations to  Kylie Waterhouse & Mick on the birth of their baby girl last week! 
 

It's time to play the music, it's time to light the lights…. Junior School Concert is go! Good luck to all of our     per-
formers and staff who have been practising so diligently in readiness for the Junior School concert on Wednesday. Due 
to COVID restrictions there are two ticketed concerts with only two guests per family permitted; hence the reduced 
publicity this year for extra attendees.   
 

I am taking Week 10 as leave and Michelle Grieger will be Acting Principal in my absence.  
 
  Happy Holidays 
  Kylie Eggers 
  Principal 

CALENDAR DATES 

20th Sept: SAPSASA Athletics at Mile End 

22nd Sept: Junior School Concert 

24th Sept: Early dismissal 2.10pm 

11th Oct: Term 4 begins 

13th Oct: Carers SA coming to MCC 10-12pm 

       See flyer on back page 

 

REMINDER  STUDENTS NEED TO  

WEAR HATS IN TERM 4  
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

Highlights of Term 3 

It has certainly been an extremely busy but fun term. One of my favourite things to do 

every day is visit each classroom. I thoroughly enjoy engaging with the students,     

talking with them about their learning and building a positive relationship with all students. I absolutely love to see 

the students who are so proud of their achievements and want to come and show me their work (and get a shiny 

sticker and house cup token!)  

Book Parade was a hit! It is always great to see so many students and teachers dress up every year to celebrate the 

importance of books and reading. The Kindy children have had a couple of visits to school in readiness for their     

transition which commences next term.  

Throughout the term all Junior School classes have been busily practising different dances which they will perform at 

the concert on Wednesday morning and night to the theme of Summer Vibes! They are extremely excited to perform 

in front of their family and friends.  

Term 4 will be as busy and exciting with Kindy children starting transition visits and we will be having swimming      

lessons later in the term.   

Enjoy the holiday break with your children.  

Warm regards 

Michelle Grieger 
Deputy Principal 
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WELLBEING LEADER NEWS 

Hickory dickory dock….Why are nursery rhymes important? 
Although their popularity seems to have decreased, nursery rhymes are an excellent way of having fun with your 
child and developing their brain, if you remember the rhymes from your 
childhood share them with our young people. The benefits are: 
 
Developing phonemic awareness: Nursery rhymes teach children to 
pronounce words. A lot of nursery rhymes are full of interjections or   
funny words. They have the role of helping children repeat difficult 
groups of sounds with the aim of improving their speech. Above all, 
nursery rhymes teach children intonation and correct pronunciation. 
 
Building memory and articulation: Nursery rhymes are full of rhyming 
words, and usually it is words or groups of sounds that you don’t          
encounter in regular words. By introducing your child to these patterns of 
sounds, nursery rhymes give their brain the input it will need to            
categorise words by their internal structure. This acts as a precursor to 
written language, where children have to identify the sounds of written 
words. For example, nursery rhymes help your child’s brain to           
differentiate between syllables and to identify similarities between words 
that rhyme or words that begin with the same sounds.  
 
Understanding of concepts: painting pictures in children’s heads. When 
you teach your child nursery rhymes, you are contributing to their       
creative development. When you talk to your child from the moment 
they are born, through to their years of learning how to talk, you are 
equipping them with a solid vocabulary base. What is more, children also 
learn to understand abstract concepts like big, small, in front, behind, 
first and last. The words used in nursery rhymes help children develop 
language comprehension by associating words with people, objects, and 
events in their daily life. 
 
Development of social routines: There are lots of fun nursery rhymes that you can sing in two parts. Teaching your 
child when they should tell their part in the rhyme contributes to their development of social skills. What is more, 
your child will also learn important conversation lessons, such as turn-taking and listening. 
 
Listening skills: When you read nursery rhymes to your child, you are telling them a story. Because of the rhyming 
words, the storyline, and your pronunciation, children are lured into the story and pay attention to you. This helps 
them make sense of the story and at the same time makes them good listeners. 
 
(in part sourced from: Playgroupnsw.org.au. 2021. 5 ways nursery rhymes can help your child learn. [online] Availa-
ble at: <https://www.playgroupnsw.org.au/ParentResources/ParentingYoungChildren/benefits-of-nursery-rhymes> 
[Accessed 14 September 2021].) 
 

Sonny Lombardi 
Wellbeing Leader 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

 
Once again the term has just flown by. In the rush it was great to 

see some of the big events for our students come to fruition. One 

such event was the Festival of Music’s major choir performance  

held at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre on Wednesday 8th      

September. We were lucky to have great weather for travelling and 

singing. It was a long day starting with an 11.00 am bus pick up and 

ending around 10.00pm. During the hours before the performance 

our students had the opportunity to practice with students from all 

over South Australian, and to get used to their surroundings.  

After a break, an early dinner and a much needed pep talk from 

Miss Love, the students took the stage for the big event - and it was 

spectacular! The Mannum students did themselves and the school 

proud. They sung with gusto and behaved impeccably. The students 

learnt so much from this experience, everything from time          

management to team work, and it gave them a chance to see how a 

large production relies on organisation and co-operation to be    

successful. A big thank you must go to all staff involved. 

Another great performance was given this term by the 6/7 

Sharrock/Lombardi class when they compered the Middle 

School assembly. Once again, this event gave students a 

chance to develop a range of skills including public speaking, 

creativity and resilience. They were helped on the day by a 

group of students and Miss Groves who presented a        

Powerpoint and talk about the recent Year 7/8 camp. It was 

also great to hear some words of wisdom from our new 

Wellbeing leader, Sonny. He talked to the students about 

kindness and what it should and could look like, and how 

important it is to have in our lives. Sonny’s messages are 

something that will become a regular feature at Middle 

School assemblies as we try to instil values and success strategies in our students. 

As the term draws to a close I would like to take the opportunity to wish you all a safe and enjoyable holiday. Have a good look at 

the student reports and discuss together areas for growth and areas for celebration.  Set goals for next term and make a plan  

together to achieve them. 

 

Kathryn Hese 

Middle School Leader 
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Term 3 is always a busy term for the Senior School with lots of assessments to the SACE board for Stage 2 students in 

particular. Last week the school celebrated R U Ok day with our Senior School house captains organising a number of 

hands on activities and music in the Remembrance garden area for students to be involved.  

This week we would like to celebrate some recent success of a number of our senior students who have been         

successful in obtaining flexible Traineeships/Apprenticeship and pathways into  

employment, which is supported by the school as they work towards their SACE 

completion.                        

Ebony Schiller – Certificate lll Business – Vorsty’s Take Away  

Kai Gurr – Certificate lll Hospitality – Vorsty’s Take away  

Jorja Male – Traineeship – Certificate ll Kitchen Operations – Vorsty’s Take Away 

Cody Loffler – Apprenticeship – Certificate lll Engineering (Metal Fabrication) - 

MPR 

Lachlan Miller – Apprenticeship – Certificate lll Heavy Vehicle mechanic – Males 

Transport  

 

Upcoming Events/ Things to consider  

 SATAC applications open for current Year 12 students, closes 31st October 2021. Cut off for early    

payment is 30th September 2021. 

 

 Year 12 Future pathways meetings – Students and parents to book times with Mr. Kieran Jaensch to 

discuss SATAC applications and future pathways.   

 

 Year 12’s finish compulsory school attendance in Week 3, Term 4. 

 

 Year 12 Exams happening in Weeks 4-6, Term 4. 

 

Kieran Jaensch  

Senior School Leader 
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WELLBEING LEADER NEWS 

 

Operation Flinders 2021 

Operation Flinders exercises are a wilderness therapy program designed to help develop 

personal attitudes, improve self-esteem, motivation, team work and responsibility.  

During Weeks 8 and 9 of this term, a group of six courageous boys completed a gruelling 

trek of approximately 115 kilometres across mountainous terrain in the northern Flinders 

Ranges. Students were stretched both physically and emotionally in this isolated            

landscape. 

Students carried all of their equipment in their packs to allow for self-sufficiency over the 

eight day period. They also undertook  activities such as abseiling, team building exercises, 

bush survival skills and navigation. 

As in life when we face challenges, there is often no option to opt out in our daily lives and 

despite monstrous blisters and aching bodies, students were also required to face fears, 

barriers and complications on a regular basis.  

 

All students successfully completed the arduous journey and demonstrated that they 

have the capability to overcome adversity. Furthermore, they showed their capacity to 

push themselves further each day by climbing three of the highest peaks in the        

Yankaninna area (adjacent to the Gammon Ranges). This is the first group I have walked 

with that has managed such a feat. 

 

I am extremely proud of all of the boys for their efforts. I hope they are able to draw 

upon their experiences and successes in the future in order to achieve their highest  

potential. 

Lastly, I would like to thank, Kiri Thompson, for supporting both me and the students on 

the exercise. Kiri was an inspiration to us all! 

          

Mental Musings 

“Nothing in the world can take the place of persistence. Talent will not; nothing is more 

common than unsuccessful men with talent. Genius will not; unrewarded genius is al-

most proverb. Education will not; the world is full of educated derelicts. Persistence and 

determination alone are omnipotent. The slogan “Press on” has solved and always will 

solve the problems of the human race”. Calvin Coolidge 

 

Sonny Lombardi 
Wellbeing Leader 
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JOY’S CORNER  

 

As we near the end of another term we want you to know you 

are so appreciated! 

You have continued to be our support during all sorts of          

disruptions and have supported our students and staff at    

breakfast club, canteen, reading, classroom and admin support 

and mentoring to name a few. 

Thank you for having the heart to support our school. We are 

stronger together! 

 

 

 

 

7 Habits of Happy kids 

This term in Ms Gibbon’s Year 4/5 class we have been    

looking at the ‘7 habits of happy kids’ by Franklin Covey 

based on the 7 habits of Highly Effective People by Stephen 

Covey. We have looked at the first 3 habits which are the 

ones that build the strongest foundations for our lives.  

Using the tree metaphor they are like the roots of the tree. 

A tree can look amazing, but it’s when storms come we see 

how strong their roots are by whether they’re still standing 

when the storm is over. We’ll manage habits 4-7 next:    

focussing on how we cope when things are going well, but 

how to learn to cope when difficulties arise. 

These habits are what we call ‘Resilience’. 

Habit 1: Focuses most of our attention on what we can  

control, not what is outside of our control.  

Habit 2: Focuses on knowing where you’re headed and  

having a plan to get there. 

Habit 3: Focuses on priorities to achieve our goals.  

 

Joy Marks 
Pastoral Care Worker 
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