Term 3: 26 July 2021

Mannum Community College Newsletter

CALENDAR DATES, pending Covid-19 restrictions FROM THE PRINCIPAL
2nd Aug: Governing Council 6pm

Well this is not what we anticipated coming back to!

3rd Aug: SATAC applications open for year 12

Firstly I’d like to thank all of our students, staff and families for the way by
which they have showed optimism, flexibility and perseverance while we
worked through the various teething problems of the lockdown and transition to Learning from Home. We do not expect the students’ experience
at home and parents to be 100% mimicking the school
environment
however a routine and focused time for learning is essential for students
to progress.

10th Aug: Compulsory SACE info night at MCC
for Year 9-11 families, 5.30-6.30pm
17th to 20th Aug: Year 7/8 Camp
17th Aug: VET course taster day, Year 9-11
18th Aug: Carers SA coming to MCC 10-12pm
to book a time call 0455 884 458
See flyer on back page
24th and 25th Aug: Compulsory Senior School
Subject Selection interviews for all
current year 10/11 students/caregivers
23rd to 27th Aug: BOOK WEEK
26th Aug: BOOK PARADE

We will continue to contact you via email and text and sometimes by
phone and have reminders on Facebook. If you need anything at all please
don’t hesitate to contact us. Parents may feel inconvenienced by the multiple contacts you have received from the school, but it is in our Duty of
Care to offer our help and support to our students and ensure that there is
minimal inconvenience during this time.

The work that has been set by the various teachers needs to be
completed
as
indicated.
For
most
students
the
timelines
and
due
dates
of
the
27th Aug: BOOK FAIR
various assignments will not be extended as there has been ample opportunity to complete them. Students in Middle and Senior School need to
make contact with their teacher if this is an issue.
Mannum Leisure Centre 9.45am

SACE Information Night 10th August 2021 5pm: Students and parents in Years 9-11 are welcome to attend an
information session regarding the South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE), Vocational Education & Training
(VET) and career pathways along with the subject selection process that will occur in the coming weeks. If we are not
able to have the session face to face we will do it via MSTeams – stay tuned.
Senior School Focus: At the time of printing there are only approximately ten weeks of instruction left for this year’s
Year 12 students. I would like to restate our commitment to these students and assure them and their families that we
are here for any support required. However, we also acknowledge that the students themselves need to make a
commitment and put in effort to achieve their SACE and the higher grades some of them are striving for. Please contact
Kieran Jaensch or specific teachers if you have any queries or concerns regarding your students’ progress.
Several students in Year 10-12 seem to be treating school as a ‘holding bay’, waiting until a job falls in their lap and
doing little work towards their studies. Persistent and willful inattention to schooling won’t be tolerated and students
past the age of compulsion (17 years old) might find that their options and opportunities are extremely limited.
Konnichiwa – almost time!: In a few weeks MCC will take part in our first virtual International Exchange Program
with Hachioji High School. Ten students will be buddied up with students in Japan and work via Zoom to learn of each
other’s cultures; we look forward to hearing about the event. Thank you to Tanya Dohnt and the International
Education Service for making this possible.
At the time of writing I am unsure of whether the stay at home orders will continue and so, whatever the future holds,
please know that we are here for you and your children and hope that you stay safe.
Kylie Eggers
Principal
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS

Things to do in lock down to stay sane
After the kids have completed their required Home Learning tasks, don’t let them sit in front of devices for the rest of
the day. There are many things the kids can do by themselves or with you to keep them from being bored!
Have a movie marathon – popcorn, lollies and your favourite films.
Cooking together – head into the kitchen and make cupcakes, muffins, biscuits or even let the kids help prepare a
meal.
Have a picnic outside – wait for a sunny day! Pack a basket and rug and find a nice spot in the back yard.
Have a dance party - unleash your moves and challenge the kids to tick tock or create your own moves!
Board games bonanza! – bring out the old favourites (Uno, Monopoly, Scrabble, Trouble or Connect 4).
Lego challenges.
Clean out clothes, shoes.
Go for a nature hunt in the back yard.
Face time a family member/friend.
Physical activity where possible (trampoline, bike riding, scooter, games, kick the footy, netball, soccer, cricket, handball).
** Remember ** The kids can help out with chores around the home! By giving kids chores to do each day develops
responsibility and resilience, while also helping you!!!
If you have any issues with online meetings or your child’s learning tasks, don’t hesitate to contact the class teacher or
myself and we are more than happy to support you.

Extra Curricula Activities:
Unfortunately, due to the lock down Bike Ed and Footsteps didn’t commence. We will be rescheduling Bike Ed and
will inform you of the new dates. Footsteps will continue when we return to school.

Take care, stay safe & remain positive.

Michelle Grieger
Deputy Principal
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
A big welcome back to all Middle School students, we hope you had a good and
rejuvenating break. Even-though the start to our term has been a little unusual with the
Covid lockdown I am sure we will overcome this well, as we did in 2020, and get into some
rigorous and exciting learning.

As mentioned in the Middle School letter sent out via email on
Tuesday night, students in the Middle School have all been
assigned work to do that will cover the initial seven day Covid
lockdown period. Some teachers have sent home hard copy
work, others have put tasks on Google Classroom and all
teachers are available via email, so please feel free to contact
them. Each home-group teacher has organised a Teams online
video link up for their class each day to check on students’ wellbeing and to answer any immediate questions. All Year 6/7
classes will have their link up in lesson 6 (1.35pm) and the Year 8
and 9’s will link up in lesson 7 (2.30pm). Importantly, if students
are unable to join a Teams link up please have them email their
teacher. Staff will regularly follow up absences to ensure all students are travelling well and have what they need for success.
We will keep you updated of any changes so please check emails regularly.
Some very interesting learning has been going on in the Year 9/10 Food classroom recently that deserves recognition.
It has involved students investigating Australian cuisine from pre-settler times to foods of the future. Students have
produced a diorama and posters (snap shot) of what has influenced what we consume today and what may influence
us in the future. There’s certainly food for thought here!
Rest assured we are still hoping to have our planned events go ahead, below is a quick reminder of just some of those
that are scheduled for Term 3.
Year 7/8 Camp (Week 5: 17-20 August 2021)
Year 6/7’s Footsteps Dance lessons
Progressive Achievement Testing (PAT) in August and September.
Remember, keep safe and keep in touch.
Kathryn Hese
Middle School Leader
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS
Welcome back to Term 3. We have been faced with another unforeseen lockdown at short notice this past week and
we thank our students, families and teaching staff for the way they have quickly transitioned to learning from home.
This term is normally a very busy term for the Senior School with a number of events, information sessions and
subject counselling interviews scheduled. This term is also the business end of the year for our current Year 12 cohort
with a number of assessment tasks due, including the externally assessed components of subjects to the SACE board
for moderation. At this stage we will have to monitor the COVID-19 situation and follow directions from government
authorities and the Department for Education on what things can go ahead and or how we perform our regular
activities if we need to make changes in coming weeks. All families are encouraged to continue supporting your young
person through their work this term and if you have any queries or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact the
school, teaching staff and or myself, Senior School Leader Kieran Jaensch.
This term also sees us start to prepare students and families for the future years ahead, so please take note of the
below information sessions for parents and carers.

Upcoming Events/ Things to consider (Pending the COVID-19 situation)
SATAC applications: open for current Year 12 students open 3rd August.

SACE information Night (Compulsory Attendance Years 9-11 parents/caregivers) Tentatively Tuesday evening Week
4, 10th August 5:30-6:30pm.

VET Course Taster Day: Years 9-11, Tuesday Week 5, 17th August.

Senior School subject selection interviews (Compulsory attendance for all current Year 10/11 students and
caregivers – Online Booking information will be sent home): Tuesday 24th and Wednesday 25th August Week 6.

Kieran Jaensch
Senior School Leader
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WELLBEING LEADER NEWS

your videos (however, those settings can
be changed). Only users 16 and over can
TeenToks can be found exclusively on
New Wellbeing Leader
livestream and use direct messaging, and
TikTok. Students of the appropriate age
only users over 18 can buy, send, or
(13+, however, 15+ is advised) can follow
Welcome back everyone! Many of you
receive virtual gifts.
these at @Teen_Toks and get new video
may already know me, but for those who
Safety: Whilst TikTok can be a creative
tips every single day!
don’t, I would like to introduce myself.
social outlet it doesn't necessarily have a
perfect record when it comes to privacy
App in Focus: TikTok
My name is Sonny Lombardi, I have been
and security. For example, they only fixed
teaching in Middle School at MCC since
Age-restricted: TikTok requires everyone a bug earlier in the year that gave the
2009. Wellbeing is a passion of mine and
to be 13 years old before they can create app access to users' clipboards (where
I believe it is fundamental to building
things you copy and paste are stored)
an account. However, a minimum of 15
positive relationships, experiences and
every three seconds, even when they
years of age is advised. Users under the
success.
weren't using the app. They also illegally
age of 18 should have approval by
stored minors' data.
parents/guardians/caregivers before
I will be working hard to develop
creating an account.
Read up on how to report online abuse
relationships with all stakeholders into TikTok, to ask for content to be
volved in our students’ development and
removed and how to block someone.
wellbeing—most importantly the
Make sure your child reads and understudents themselves— and maintaining
stands this information too.
the worthwhile initiatives and programs
Find out more on:
that MCC provides.
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Bobbie Taylor for her relentless
advocacy for our students and for all she
has helped implement at MCC.
TeenToks!

GoZen! social and emotional learning
programs are all about helping kids thrive
by transforming their worry and other
tough emotions into skills of resilience.
Topics of focus are: Resilient Thoughts,
Mindfulness, Emotional Intelligence,
Impulse Control and Essential Life Skills.
Adding to their YouTube videos in the
interest of reaching out to more of our
young people GoZen! are releasing
TeenToks. These are short video tips to
help teens transform anxiety, negative
thinking, perfectionism, anger, and
more. They are researched, scripted, and

produced by teens for teens.

https://www.tiktok.com/safety/en-us/
guardians-guide/
Parental Controls: TikTok offers a few
ways for parents to manage childs'
accounts. You can either enable time
limits and the content filter on your
child's phone and protect the settings
with a passcode, or you can download
TikTok, create your own account, and use
the Family Pairing feature to manage
your child's TikTok settings using your
phone.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-tiktok
https://www.nbcnews.com/better/
lifestyle/what-tiktok-guide-cluelessparents-ncna1066466
This Issues Inspiration:

Used for: TikTok is a social network for
sharing user-generated videos,
messaging/online chat and browsing and
interacting with other users' content,
which covers a wide range of topics,
songs, and styles. These videos can be
grouped by hashtags, which often
correspond to challenges, memes, or
current events.
Privacy: Users under 13 cannot post
videos or comment, and content is
curated for a younger audience. Kids
aged 13 to 15, accounts are private by
default; only friends can comment on
videos, and other users can't duet with

Have a great term everyone!
Sonny Lombardi
Wellbeing Leader
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JOY’S CORNER
What a strange and unusual welcome back to Term 3! Hopefully
you enjoyed your break and now families get to spend even more
time together. It’s good to make the most of the time that we get
to spend with those that love us most!
As I think about the range of emotions that people may be feeling
I’m reminded of a statement by Charles Swindoll. ‘We don’t look,
act, or dress alike. We have different tastes in food, books, cars,
music. We work at different jobs…enjoy different hobbies… but
one thing we have in common. We all know what it means to hurt.
Suffering is universal, tears are the same for all’. While that is
currently true, it’s also true that difficult times can also bring us
together in ways we’ve not seen before when we respond by
caring for each other, and especially when we take time to laugh
and have fun together at home. If you are feeling particularly overwhelmed, please take advantage of the Lifeline phone service or
evening testing service, or feel free to email me at:
joy.marks561@schools.sa.edu.au
Season’s for Growth
This term we had planned to run Seasons for Growth sessions for Middle School students. At a time we are all
experiencing a lot of unpredictable change, this program is relevant for any student. Please let Sonny Lombardi or myself know if you would like to register your child.

I wish you well with your online learning and home schooling for as long as it takes. And I hope you don’t lose WiFi
(though 5 minutes would be ok) and I hope you enjoy the
minion meme.

Take care & keep safe!
Make the most of your time together!
Joy Marks
Pastoral Care Worker

Term 3: 26 July 2021

MANNUM COMMUNITY COLLEGE NEWSLETTER

BOOK WEEK 2021
August 23rd - 27th 2021
“Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds.”
In Week 6, we will be celebrating Book Week at
Mannum Community College.

BOOK FAIR
I will be running a Book Fair in the library during Book Week. Each class will be allocated a time during the week to
view the books on display and make a ‘wish list’ of book/s they might like to purchase. (Older students will buddy up
with younger classes). The lists will then be sent home.
Friday, August 27th 2021 is Buying Day. Each class has an allocated time to visit and purchase books.
If your child would like to buy a book, please send the money in a sealed bag or envelope. Please make sure you write
the book/s they wish to buy on the front or inside. Credit card facilities will also be available on the day. Items can also
be paid for online (see wish list for details). I will reorder any items that sell out on the day.

BOOK WEEK DRESS UP PARADE
The Book Week Dress Up Parade is on Thursday, August 26th at the Mannum
Leisure Centre. Students can dress up as their favourite book character, or
around the Book Week theme “Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds”.
Prizes are awarded for the best costume in each class. (Students can collect
their book prizes from Miss Dunn after lunch).
I will also be announcing the winner of the Poster Competition and the Book
of the year competition.
Parents and families need to enter via the main entrance and adhere to social
distancing requirements and follow the directions of
the COVID marshals.

Please see me with any questions.
Jo Dunn
Teacher Librarian
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MCC BUS RUNS
Our three School Bus Drivers now have mobile
phones.
Bowhill 0498274956
Punthari 0498285822
Younghusband 0460604582
Please text messages only.
No messages between: 7:30am-9.00am OR 2:30pm4:30pm
*unless an emergency
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Parent-Child Mother Goose is an evidence-based program that strengthens attachment and interaction between parents
or carers and their young children (birth—5 years) by introducing them to the use of rhymes, songs and stories.
Join us for a 45 minute singing and story time.

****We have now added another session to our Monday PCMG @ Murray Bridge****
PARTICIPANTS MUST BOOK to attend sessions. Sessions are now two age groups, when booking please
book for your child’s age. Sessions will be capped at 25 participants.

Bookings can be made through TBCC by Phone: 8572 3513 or Email: c4c@tbcc.org.au
COVID GUIDELINES APPLY

When:
Starting Monday 12th October
19th Oct, 26th Oct, 2nd Nov, 9th Nov, 16th Nov,
23rd Nov, 30th Nov, 7th Dec

Where:
29 Bridge Street, Murray Bridge

Session 1

(0-2 years)

Session 2

(2-5 years)

These include the following:
**All participants must now book for sessions.
**All participants to adhere to social distancing
(1.5m) and infection control measures.
**Maintain high level personal hygiene, handwashing
routines and cough/sneeze etiquette.
**Any participants (adults and/or children) that are
feeling unwell remain at home.
**All participants to sign in on the contract tracing
record with their contact details
**Encourage participants to download the COVIDSafe App
Tailem Bend Community Centre,
141 Railway Terrace Tailem Bend
P: 08 8572 3513 E: c4c@tbcc.org.au
W: www.tbcc.org.au

Communities for Children Murraylands is facilitated by ac.care, funded by the Australian Government department of Social Services and delivered by our Community Partner– Tailem Bend Community Centre

