Term 1: 1st March 2021

Mannum Community College Newsletter

CALENDAR DATES
Tues 2nd Mar: 1500m, Discus, Javelin
Fri 5th Mar: Sports Day 8.40am to 3.10pm
Mon 8th Mar: Public Holiday
Mon 15th Mar: Governing Council AGM 6pm

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
COVID19 & Wellness update: As you may know we have had symptoms of
gastroenteritis through the school. The advice is the same as for COVID19:
stay home if unwell and get tested if COVID19 symptoms are present,
wash your hands, maintain self-hygiene, and stay a safe distance apart as
much as possible. Although volunteers and parents are allowed on site
please remember that all visitors need to sign in at the front office and all
adults who enter the site need to use the QRcode at each entry or the signin sheet in the front office.

Acquaintance Night Cancellation/Parent Teacher Interviews Term 2, 2021:
Thank you to all of the parents, students and staff for understanding the
need to cancel the over-heated Acquaintance Night at such short notice.
Tues 23rd Mar: Harmony Day
Parents are invited to contact teachers to arrange a time to discuss their
child’s progress at any time. However we also have the formal ParentTues 23rd Mar: Secondary Athletics at Karoonda
Teacher Interviews which will be held on the 3rd and 5th of May after school.
The information regarding the booking process will go home with students
25th Mar to 1st Apr: Life Education Van at MCC later in the term - contact the Front Office if you are unable to complete
the online bookings.
* All welcome to attend in the STEM rooms.

Upper South East Swimming: Congratulations to all of the students and staff who participated in the USE Swimming
Carnival last Tuesday. Thank you to Bryan Wilsdon and his team, who helped organise these events for Mannum
Community College. Thank you to the parents who helped transport and assist on the day.
Value of Pastoral Care Reception to Year 12: Research indicates that if a child is feeling unsafe or unwell they cannot
learn. Similarly children need to learn to self-regulate and determine their own futures within their values and
passions. The MCC Pastoral Care program, focused on ‘The Mannum Way’, helps our students achieve this. However,
in the past, several Senior School students (and their families) have opted to have their students leave early on
Wednesdays when their Pastoral Care lesson is scheduled; this is not ok and means that they will miss out on vital wellbeing and career exploration material.
What is Close Reading? Close Reading is a strategy in our 2021 Site Improvement Plan to support Year 6-12 students’
deeper understanding of the texts they are reading. Close reading of a text involves a teacher guided investigation of a
short piece of text, with multiple readings done over several instructional lessons. The questioning strategies included
will be along the lines of:
 What does the text say? (general understandings and key details)
 How does the text work? (vocabulary, structure, and author’s craft)
 What does the text mean? (logical inferences and intertextual connections)
 What does the text inspire you to do? (write, investigate, present, debate)
 Over time the students will be taught to annotate (mark) the text with various symbols (underline, circles, ticks,
question marks) that represent ideas or thoughts to help them understand the text.
Kylie Eggers
Principal
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS
Waste Free Lunches
In our very busy lives, it’s important to be aware of the impact plastic waste is having on the environment and what
we can to decrease the waste we’re contributing to landfill. Our school is getting in on the act of ‘litter free lunch
boxes’ and encourage parents to pack a waste free lunch at least some days of the week, if not all of them. Get your
kids involved in the lunch box preparation. This encourages them to be responsible and build independence, but also
a great opportunity to talk to them about sustainability!
Waste free means only packing items that can be composted or recycled and that won’t end up in the garbage bin.
That means, no plastic wrap, no foil, no zip lock bags and no packaged foods.
How could this work? Following these rules can be tricky, but it’s not impossible. First,
you’ll need some containers – a lunch box with a variety of compartments works well
or a few smaller containers to hold different snacks.
Paper bags also come in handy – they can be recycled or composted, so they don’t
need to be added to the garbage. Have a chat with your child about how to dispose of
them.
The Year 10 students will be leading the waste collection initiative by placing compost bins around the school for
students to put their food scraps in. This will then be taken to the Baseby garden to be used as compost. Plastic
packaging will also be collected and taken to local supermarkets to be recycled into other plastic material. Paper recycling bins will be distributed to classes, and the paper will be recycled at the local depot.
Here are some other tips:
Make a tray of muffins or biscuits and keep them frozen. Remove one each morning and
place it in the lunch box it will thaw by lunch time.
Pop your own popcorn and pack it in a paper bag. Remind your child to dispose of the
paper bag in the recycle bin at school.
Make your own snack mix with dried fruit (apples, sultanas, apricots, banana) and put in
in a container for recess.
Cut your own cheese slices and place them with crackers in a smaller container.
Benefits of litter-free school lunches include:
 students eating healthier lunches, as they are being provided with more fresh food in appropriate amounts
 less waste being produced and sent to landfill
 cheaper lunches, as food items bought in bulk are less expensive than
pre-packaged products
 providing students with a practical example of how simple behaviour change can easily address a widespread environmental issue
 promotion of environmental stewardship and advocacy within the school,
a cleaner school (research has shown that less litter is dropped in areas free of litter
compared to areas where litter is more noticeable).
I am really hoping that we can achieve a positive approach to waste free lunches,
both for the Year 10 students and the overall school community.
Michelle Grieger
Deputy Principal R-12
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
The middle School students have been working hard so far this
term and have already been able to enjoy several events such as
Splash Dash, a variety of interschool sporting events and guest presenters such as Sue McLean who spoke about cyber safety. Many of
these events were reported on and celebrated on Wednesday 24th
February, when the Middle School held our first assembly.
The assembly was hosted by Benn Lukey and Charlotte Lane-Hatton
from the Year 9 class and they did a great job of reminding us of all
the opportunities open to students at Mannum Community College
and introducing the speakers. This assembly was especially poignant for the Year 6 students, as it was the first time they have been present at such an event as part of the Middle
School. One of the important initiatives explained to the students at this time was the Push for Excellence awards,
which the first round of recipients will receive their certificates in the coming week.

Miss McLaren’s Year 10 Science class made a guest appearance at the
assembly to tell us about their new recycling project that will be rolled out
across the school. The Year 10’s hope to improve the students’ awareness,
attitude, and performance in regard to recycling not just at school but in
life. The class will place special recycling bins around the school for
different types of waste that can be recycled, such as soft plastics, food
scraps and paper and cardboard. All year levels in the school will be
involved and it is not only a great community minded initiative, but an
authentic data driven project for the Year 10’s to learn from.

We were also fortunate enough to
have some small furry friends visit out classrooms this week. The students all
enjoyed interacting with the bunnies and I saw examples of great care and
kindness from many students while they were with us.

Don’t forget, the MCC Sports Day is coming up this Friday 6th March, it would
be great to see as many parents there as possible cheering on their children
and enjoying an atmosphere of healthy competition.

Kathryn Hese
Middle School Leader
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS
This week we have welcomed the arrival of our new Year 12 school tops.
This year’s cohort of students have opted for a new design in the form of a
rugby top jumper, over previous jacket versions. Well done to all our
students and staff who had input into the planning, designing and ordering
of these sentimental items, which our 2021 Year 12s will cherish for many
years to come.

Fact: According to imminent, Australian child/
adolescent Psychologist, Dr Michael Carr Gregg,
research conducted by Mission Australia states that
38% of young people believe that Year 12 is the
second most stressful event in their lives.
At MCC we are working hard with our senior
students to provide them with the knowledge, skills,
tips and tricks to deal with the stresses of their
senior schooling, particularly our Year 12s—this
week we are focussing on time management.

Key aspects which can help students to keep on top of their workload and
a balanced lifestyle are:
Producing a weekly time management planner.
Balancing all daily commitments (academic, family/relationships, sport, part
time work etc.) and ensuring down time is timetabled into daily/weekly
schedules.

Kieran Jaensch
Senior School Leader
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WELLBEING LEADER NEWS

Website in Focus: Omegle 13+
Around since 2009, Omegle is something
of an internet cockroach; it just won’t die.
This site is disturbing and a serious
concern. “Talk to strangers” is the headline for the homepage, and the site expands its description to say “Predators
have been known to use Omegle”.

Cyber Cop Visits Mannum

Parents can monitor their child’s activity
and control their contact list by using the
Parent Dashboard. You can also send
messages to Messenger Kids from Facebook Messenger, without having to download both apps. The app requires a parent
or guardian to sign up on a child’s behalf
It could be fair to think that those words
and does not require a Facebook account.
act as a warning for users - after all,
children are taught regularly about ‘online Messenger Kids does not show advertising
stranger danger”, but some young people or offer in-app purchases.
seem unable to grasp what “predator”
Of all the social media platforms available,
means and have dived into a game of
this is the one Sue McLean recommends
internet prank calling random strangers.
for young children.

If you wish to check if your child is using
this former app, as it is a website based
MCC was privileged to host ‘Cyber Cop’
anonymous forum, clearing a search
Sue McLean for a parent information
night & student sessions in early February. history will simply remove any evidence of
use by your child. This will make it difficult
Sue’s no-holds-barred approach was
when checking your child’s devices as
confronting for some parents and
search histories may not be available.
students who were asked to make a
Police have warned that predators are
commitment to restrict access to, or use
of, social media platforms they aren’t old extorting teens to take explicit pictures,
threatening to release content to other
enough to be on.
social media or to family members. In
Age restrictions: 13+ apps
other cases, young people have struck up
conversations with strangers, exchanged
In particular, Sue highlighted that all the
personal details and arranged to meet in
apps below are restricted to 13+:
real life. Sadly, this has led to incidents of
 Snapchat
kidnapping and sexual assault.
 Instagram
App in Focus: Messenger Kids 6+
 Facebook
 YouTube
 iTunes
 Discord
 TikTok
 Omegle
If your child is under 13 and has an
account for these apps, please uninstall
them and restrict access on your own
devices with a password or pattern lock.

Messenger Kids is a free video calling and
messaging app owned by Facebook. It is
aimed at children under 13 years and is
designed for parents to monitor and
control. It allows kids to send messages
and make one-on-one or group video calls
using features like stickers, GIFs, drawing
tools, filters, reactions and sound effects.

What can you do to support your
child’s digital safety?


Speak with you child openly about
what they are doing online, sites they
are visiting and risks associated with
communication with people they don’t
know in real life. Start the chat and
keep the chat going. It’s worth it.



Consider a contract/agreement that
you negotiate with your child about use
of devices—when, where, what. There
are many templates online and I am
happy to provide a version or two that I
have found useful.



Remove and restrict all devices from
bedrooms and bathrooms, including
TVs, especially if you have wifi in the
house. Consider turning off the wifi at
bedtime.

If you have any concerns about cyber
safety with your children, please get in
touch.
Best wishes for the rest of the term.
Bobbie Taylor
Wellbeing Leader
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JOY’S CORNER

Pancake Day
On Tuesday 16th February we celebrated Pancake Day at MCC. All morning Year 10 students made, cooked and served around 400
pancakes topped with jam and yoghurt to students across the school. What a great effort! Funds raised go to Uniting Care to help
their work with people in need.
Pancake Day is also known as ‘Shrove Tuesday’ and has been celebrated around the world for centuries. It has developed in the
Christian tradition as the day of celebration before a time called ‘Lent’. Lent traditionally commences on a Wednesday 6 weeks
before Easter and is a time many Christians use to prepare their minds and hearts for the coming Easter celebration.
Whether you celebrate Lent or just enjoy pancakes it’s a fun and enjoyable day! Thank you to everyone for participating.
JAM program
JAM is designed as a fun, optional, lunchtime program which includes games, songs and crafts that relate to the schools Key
Concepts and River Values, encouraging friendship and good life skills.
Sometimes JAM may include Christian content. It will be held either
outdoors in the JS quadrangle or indoors in STEM Rooms 2/3 at
lunchtime each Wednesday.
JAM is run by a small group of Year 5 students, parent and church
volunteers in conjunction with the Pastoral Care Worker, and is
separate from the Pastoral Care Program in the school. Parents of
Junior School students should have received a form regarding the JAM
program at school. If you are happy for your child to attend please
return the reply slip at the bottom of the form or please speak with me
or our friendly front office staff at school if you have any questions.
There is no cost involved for parents or students to attend. Please
come and see what happens, we’d really love your help!
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Robotics Competition

On Wednesday 24th February, Sascha, Lachlan, Caleb,
Zac, Patrick, Dane and Stuart participated in the
Pedare VEX Robotics IQ Competition. Our team name
was Mannum Flow and we came third overall.
Throughout the day, students collaborated to
program and build a VEX IQ robot that was used to
carry out a series of skills and autonomous
challenges.
This was our first competition using the VEX IQ robots
and our team also did very well winning the Judges
Award. This award was presented to the team who
demonstrated exemplary effort, perseverance and
team accomplishments. We are very proud of our
robotics team and look forward to participating in
future competitions.
Mick Palmer, Design and Technology Teacher
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CAREER PATHWAY IN FOCUS
Career pathways come in all shapes and sizes. It’s important for every student throughout their school life to be
aware of opportunities beyond school that could tap into their talents and passions.
This edition our pathway in focus is for Ms Georgia McLaren, Year 8 Home Group and Maths/Science teacher.
What jobs have you had in your life?
I started working
when I was 13 at
Barnacle Bills in
customer service. I
then worked in retail
sales in a clothing
store before finishing
high school.
When I started university I worked for
Elevate Education as a seminar presenter
which involved a lot of public speaking.

I started teaching straight out of university
before taking a year off to travel in Canada. While I was there I worked as a lift
operator, au pair
(professional
nanny/babysitter)
and as a server in a
restaurant.
What studies have you done or will do?
I completed a Bachelor of Teaching at the
University of South Australia. I would like
to continue with a Masters of Education
specialising in Mathematics.

What other careers or
jobs have members of
your family had?
My mum worked most of her life in a
bank, moving from teller to various other
jobs throughout her career.
My dad was the
chemical manager at
the Holden plant until
it closed.
My brother is an
aeronautical engineer.
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MCC STUDENT VOICE TEAM - CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THESE STUDENT FOR THEIR ELECTION IN 2021

School Captains
Mylee

Ebony

House Leaders

Arnold
Kelita

Amber

Grace

Jade

Baseby
Mylee

Ella

Stephanie

Tamika

Randell

Ebony

Leah

Brianna

Chad

Natalie

Chair:

Vice-Chair:

Charlotte

Zoe

Secretary: Evan
Treasurer: Tamika
Publicity Officer: Sabrina

