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Mannum Community College Newsletter 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
What are you bringing in your backpack? At times we use the metaphor of a 

backpack to help explain the baggage that people bring to school with them. It can 

be like a bag of worries, experiences or distractions that people carry with them 

that those on the outside can’t see unless we show them and explain them. With 

students it could be the financial worries of home, the argument they’ve had with 

their siblings that morning, or their friendship concerns. For staff it could be the 

pressures of home and family, the multiple data sets and reports needing to be 

completed, or that worries and concerns they share with almost a hundred young 

people each. All of them are factors that interact, distract or interrupt in our inter-

actions with each other which I would like us to consider in all our interactions in 

our school community.  

  

Site Improvement Plan & Annual Report ratified: At last week's Governing Coun-

cil the Site Improvement Plan was ratified. The 3 foci for 2019 are: writing, reading 

comprehension and phonics and phonemic awareness with several goals, targets, 

challenges of practice, actions and success criteria planned. The completed plan 

will be available on our website in the near future. 

 
Governing Council 2021: At last Monday’s AGM a new council was appointed and I 
look forward to working with them over the next 12 months. 

President: Natalie Davis, Secretary: Michelle Brock, Treasurer: Angie Hutchens, Community Representatives: Alex Davis and Emma 
Eichler, Councillors: Lauren Wittwer, Tash Vivian, Natasha Hollitt, Margie Underwood, Michelle Mitchell and Michelle Grieger. Staff 
Representatives: Holly Clark & Lesley Worthley 
 
Speak to the person/tell the teacher: Recently I’ve been contacted by parents and I’ve spoken with students about various issues 

and concerns and one of my questions is – did they tell the closest adult/ teacher at the time? The response is often no. It’s really 

hard to deal with an issue if we have no awareness that it happened.  

Schools need to advocate for all students. At MCC we make decisions that support all students. If you have a grievance with a deci-
sion please work with the school through the correct channels rather than being angry, rude or disrespectful. If at all possible, 
speak with the staff member directly involved before escalating the situation, first to the sub school leader and then to me; this is 
also what we teach our students as part of good conflict management  
Enjoy the holidays  
 
Kylie Eggers 
Principal 

 
 

CALENDAR DATES 

25 Mar to 1st Apr: Life Education Van at MCC 

 

Fri 2nd Apr: Good Friday 

Mon 5th Apr: Easter Monday 

 

Wed 7th Apr: SSSSA Athletics at Mile End 

 

Thurs 8th Apr: MCC Cross Country years 4-7 

 

Fri 9th Apr: Last day of term 1 

Early dismissal 2.10pm 

 

Tues 27th Apr: First day of term 2 

 

3rd  to 5th May: Parent / Teacher Interviews 

 

12th to 22nd May: NAPLAN 

6-10 students who did the Acknowledgement 

of Country for a Principal Group last Friday 

“The country is important to me because I am proud 
to live in such a peaceful corner of the world third 
world countries are such a harsh environment.  I am 
so glad that I am here in a place where you can all 
afford to feed ourselves, bath ourselves and have a 
roof over our heads thanks to the stable economy that 
we are able to depend on.  and I am so grateful that 
my Aboriginal ancestors and descendants have kept 
this place so beautiful so we can all enjoy it.” Zhia , 
year 9. 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

ROAD SAFETY  

Recently we have had a few ‘near misses’ with students crossing 

Adelaide Road from the OTR corner to walk or ride up towards the 

school on Walker Avenue. The intersection is always very busy 

during school drop off and pick up times. We cannot stress the 

importance of teaching your child to cross at a recommended 

crossing point – red hooped frames or to use the school crossing. 

There are many red framed crossing points located along Walker 

Avenue to prevent accidents and to provide a safe and appropri-

ate place for children to cross the road.  

Does your child know how to safely cross a road? Use the follow-

ing questions to teach your child how to cross the road safely: 

STOP, LOOK, LISTEN, THINK, ACT 

STOP: 

Where should you stop? Am I using the recommended crossing point or pedestrian crossing to 

cross the road? i.e. kerb, edge of footpath, pedestrian refuge, median strip. 

LOOK and LISTEN: 

Look left, then right, then left again. Listen for traffic as well. 

What are we looking and listening out for? What does a car, truck or bike rider sound like? 

THINK: 

Can I see up and down the road clearly? Are there parked cars blocking my view? Is the road 

clear of traffic? Do we have enough time to walk across the road safely? 

ACT: 

Walk across the road safely. This includes walking your bike across the road also. Make sure that 

young children hold an adult’s hand to keep them safe. 

We are a Way to Go Bike Education school. Each year students participate in road safety sessions 

to ensure they are aware of the dangers of the road. Please continue to support us in educating 

your child to be vigilant when crossing busy roads.  

 

Michelle Grieger 

Deputy Principal R-12 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

It is hard to believe that Term 1 has almost passed us by!! 

 

So many excellent learning opportunities have presented themselves this term, we have even 

had some visits from important organisations such as Life Education. During last and this week 

all year levels in the Middle School will benefit from their presentations, with the Year 6/7s learning about making 

decisions, the Year 8s digging a bit deeper into the effects of tobacco and cannabis, and the Year 9s investigating the 

dangers of alcohol.  

 

Students involved in the Choir are also making good progress and working hard to learn their fifteen songs. The next 

two weeks will be very important for them as their assessment will take place on Thursday of Week 11. Parents and 

caregivers wishing to support their child’s learning in this activity can go to the website and find out more information 

on performances and music. The Choir is also involved in a recycling project and would appreciate any plastic bread 

tags that are no longer needed in the home. The Year 6/7s not involved in the Choir have also been doing their bit to 

learn about rubbish and recycling and have just begun to sort the items they have collected around the school. 

 

The Year 8 students have been busy investigating the 

inner working of computers and had the opportunity 

to pull apart several machines and take a good look 

inside. Harmony Day has once again proved to be a 

popular and important event with students and 

many good examples of getting along and appreciat-

ing each other were seen during the course of the 

festivities. 

 

The Middle School is always excited to welcome new people into our classrooms and recently we had the pleasure of 

meeting Xiao Xiao Li, a student teacher who will primarily be working with the Year 8 and 9 students. Xiao Xiao will be 

mentored by Georgia McLaren and will spend a total of seventy days at Mannum Community College, she is already 

proving to be an asset. Thomas Tabe has also returned to school, but this time as a Student Support Officer which will 

give him valuable experience in a classroom environment and the students a great oppor-

tunity to take advantage of his knowledge and support. 

 

HAPPY EASTER TO YOU ALL.     

Kathryn Hese 

Middle School Leader 
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

On Thursday the 18th March two of our MCC Senior School 

students Kelita Stokes and Kira Rochow, along with staff 

member Michelle Mitchell organised to have their hair 

cut, donating their 22cm bundles of hair to sustainable 

salons, and the funds raised to the Acts for Kids Founda-

tion. Currently they have successfully raised $511 for the 

foundation and the hair donated will be used to support 

people who have an illness, or are receiving treatment 

that causes hair loss, to gain confidence or feel comforta-

ble within themselves on their road to recovery. Well 

done to the girls and Michelle taking part in this great 

cause. A special thanks also needs to Lauren Whittwer 

who came to the rescue very last minute as the resident 

hair dresser to assist in the segregating, platting and cut-

ting of the participant’s hair.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harmony Day 2021 in the Senior School 

On Wednesday 24th March the Senior School celebrated 

Harmony Day with sampling food from other cultural 

groups in our classes.  Ms Odera made Kenyan Coastal 

dishes Coconut Bean Curry on Chapati and Naandazi 

(doughnuts), Jade  and Ruby made Filipino cultural dishes 

of spring rolls and dim sims, Bindi and Mrs Prescott made 

Aboriginal damper and wattle seeds damper with golden 

syrup while Jenni Giles, Amali and Ekacia made kangaroo 

sausage rolls.  A huge thank you to all for sharing their 

cultural dishes with us - they were enjoyed by everyone 

and really highlighted the message of Harmony Day.  It 

was fantastic to see all students and staff having a taste of 

all the food on offer and many having seconds, thirds and 

more! 
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Harmony Day Cultural Food Tasting  by the Year 11/12 Class 
In recognition of Harmony Day, we acknowledged the cultur-

al backgrounds that are evident throughout our school com-

munity.   The Senior School came together as a group to im-

prove our understanding of cultural diversity.  We had our 

senses put to the test by trying culturally diverse cuisines 

from Philippines, Kenya and Indigenous Australia.  This in-

cluded kangaroo meat sausage rolls, dumplings, spring rolls, 

wattle seed damper, flour damper, doughnut balls and flat 

bread with bean curry.  We are very grateful for the experi-

ence and appreciate all the hard work and effort that went 

into making these dishes. 

This Harmony Day was a great insight for me into the food 

that other cultures eat and I would certainly be into trying 

more. This not only widened our mindset on our willingness 

to try new foods from different cultures but brought us to-

gether as a Senior School which is exactly what Harmony Day 

is about. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harmony Day Poems by the Year 10 Class 

People brought together 

Peace within our hearts 

Celebrate with happiness 

Love and kindness shared 

And everyone belongs. 

………………………………………………………………. 

Today is a day we come together, 

To appreciate the culture of each other. 

To wear your traditional dress, 

To do your tribal dance your best, 

To sing your favourite song, 

And eat your favourite foreign food. 

We will accept everyone  for their cultures, 

And put our history behind. 

But the past is not to forget, but to learn from. 

………………………………………………………………. 

All the different cultures, 

Are coming together today, 

Sharing thoughts, food and love, 

Laughter all around. 

The colour orange everywhere, 

To represent communication and meaningful conversation, 

Recognising differences,  

But always celebrating. 

This is the meaning of Harmony Day. 

………………………………………………………………. 

Harmony day, a day to… 

Respect one another 

Reflect on the past 

Learn for the future 

Celebrate diversity 

But why just make peace on one day a year? 

Why not celebrate differences every day? 

You are using part of their culture aren’t you? 

We are all in this together,  

Sharing our lives,  

So why not celebrate every day? 

  

Kieran Jaensch 

Senior School Leader 
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 WELLBEING LEADER NEWS 

Did you know …. 

 

What can we do at MCC to 

address these concerns in 

our students, families and 

wider community?

Mindfulness can help stu-

dents and families to develop 

foundation life skills. 

 

 

 

 

According to a large-

scale analysis of more 

than 70 studies compar-

ing over 6,000 school-

aged young people, 

those who practised  

mindfulness showed:  

 

 

 

 

How can mindfulness  

improve a student’s abil-

ity to learn? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Mindfulness improves 

attention8, meaning students 

are more capable of taking in 

new information without being 

distracted by internal reactions 

or preconceived perspectives.

(2) It improves working 

memory, cognitive flexibility, 

reasoning, planning, goal    

directed behaviour and self 

regulation, essential skills 

when it comes to learning new 

information.  

(3) It reduces emotional  reac-

tivity, behavioural issues,    

anxiety and depression. This 

means students have fewer 

potential obstacles standing in 

the way of their learning.  

If you want to know how to 

introduce mindfulness at 

home, please get in touch. 

Bobbie, Wellbeing Leader 

http://www.smilingmind.com.au/references#anchor-mindfulness-in-education-references
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HARMONY DAY: EVERYONE BELONGS.  

Students celebrated diversity this year by decorating national flags from around the world and 

dancing together at lunch-time. The bunting is still on display around the Middle School locker area 

and Junior School verandas. Some classes watched a slide show on the reasons behind Harmony 

Day, the concept of discrimination and ways we can celebrate diverse nations and cultures. 
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JOY’S CORNER 

Sometimes we need to be reminded.....  

  

A well-known speaker began his seminar by holding up a $20 note. In a room of 200 people he asked “who would like 

this $20 note?” hands started flying up in the air from every direction. He said “I am going to give this $20 to someone, 

but first let me do this” – and he proceeded to crumple the money in his hand. He asked again “who still wants it?” 

still, all the hands remained up. The speaker then dropped the note on the ground and began grinding it into the floor 

with his shoe. He picked it up, now crumpled and dirty. “Who still wants it?” he asked. Still the people’s hands re-

mained in the air.  

  

The speaker then said “my friends, we have all learnt a valuable lesson today. No matter what I did to the money you 

still wanted it because it did not decrease in value.  

Many times in our lives we feel dropped, crumpled and ground into the dirt because of the decisions we make and the 

circumstances we find ourselves in. We feel worthless. But no matter what has happened, is happening or will happen 

- you have not decreased in value! You are valuable, and so are those around you”. When life gets hard – regardless of 

how you feel, pick yourself up, accept help, keep going and look out for others so you can do the same for them. Re-

member each one of us is valuable!  

 
Easter Display  
Each Easter the local Christian Churches set up the ‘Journey to 

Easter’ display in a Church hall and this year the display will again 

be set up close by, at the Uniting Church Hall on Greening Street. 

The ‘Journey to Easter’ is made up of twelve separate displays de-

picting the events of the first Easter culminating in Easter Sunday. 

Each class is rostered to attend individually with each display being 

explained by local church representatives. Parents are very wel-

come to join their child’s class. 

The ‘Journey to Easter’ will be open to the com-

munity from Tuesday 30th March through to 

Sunday 4th April, 12.30 - 4pm and families are 

very welcome.  

Traditionally the Mannum Inter-Church Council provides one Christian seminar per term free of 

charge for all students. We respect some parents may have concerns or not want their child/

children to attend. Please speak with me or front office staff at school if you have any questions or 

alternatively send a note with your child to their teacher exempting them if you do not want them 

attending.  

Parents are always very welcome to attend.  

Joy Marks 

Pastoral Care Worker 

Tuesday 30th March 

Newell, Garrett, Thompson, Zrim, McLaren 

Wednesday 31st March  

Monjean, Love, Sonny, Vorsty, Jolly 

Thursday 1st April  

Lindner, Yr 11/12, Yr 9, Yr 8, Yr 10 

9am-12pm 

Mannum Uniting Church Hall 

Greening Street 
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CAREER PATHWAY IN FOCUS 

Elon Musk – the ultimate STEM career 

Elon Musk is a centibillionaire which means his net worth is 
over 100 billion dollars. 
Musk was born in South Africa. He briefly attended universi-

ty there when at 17 years of age he transferred to an univer-

sity in the USA where he graduated with dual degrees in eco-

nomics and physics. He moved to California in 1995 to attend 

yet another university but decided instead to build a busi-

ness career. 

Musk then co-founded a web software company which was sold shortly after for $307 million. He co-founded an 
online bank which merged with another company to form PayPal, a hugely popular payment system. PayPal was subse-
quently sold by eBay for $1.5 billion. 

After PayPal, Musk founded SpaceX, an aerospace manufacturer and space transport company. He joined electric vehi-
cle manufacturer, Tesla and helped create SolarCity, a solar energy company.  

Musk has also co-founded OpenAI, a non-profit research company that promotes friendly artificial intelligence and 
Neuralink, a neuro-technology company which is focused on developing brain–computer interfaces. 

Some people think Musk is a bit crazy and definitely eccentric – but his creative out-of-the-box ideas have revolution-

ised many STEM industries and opened the way for even more ideas to flourish. Could your career be in STEM? Why 

not?  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centibillionaire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PayPal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EBay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aerospace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SolarCity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friendly_artificial_intelligence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neurotechnology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brain%E2%80%93computer_interface

