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PRINCIPAL NEWS 
 
Mannum Lions’ Joan Kreiser Award:  

“My vision for Mannum when I am 40 years of age” 

Congratulations to the students who were successful in the Mannum Lions' run 
inaugural Joan Kreiser Award where students were asked what they hoped 
Mannum would be like when they are 40. Amber's piece was published in the 
most recent Mannum Mag and the students will be presented with their 
certificates and cheques at the assembly on the last day of school.  

1st Prize: Amber Richards 

2nd Prize: Joseph Ward 

3rd Prize: Charlie Deramore-Denver 

Staffing: We have been very busy planning and preparing, getting ready for 2021 staffing; appointments that have not 
previously been shared include:  
Jordan Lindner, Brooke Newell and Jo Van De Vorstenbosch will return to the Junior School.  Sonny Lombardi will return from his 
Long Service Leave.  
We farewell Iraina Clayton, Monika Hatcher, Natasha Krznaric and Darcy Williams and hope they enjoy every success in their 
future employment and travels. Iraina Clayton has been teaching at MCC for 10 years and will be teaching at Gawler B-12 in the 
Arts Department from 2021. Rebecca Eli will continue her position at the Literacy Guarantee Unit for at least the first 6 months of 
2021 and Jess Waters will continue her position as Literacy Leader at Murray Bridge South Primary School for 2021.  We say 
goodbye to Jenny Rathjen as she retires from the Department for Education and wish her joy and happiness in the next chapter. 
 
Class structures 2021: Class structures are finalised and parents will be informed before the end of the year. At the Week 8 
Student Free Day teachers looked at the data for students in their class in 2021, talked with current teachers and shared their 
knowledge of the students and their dispositions in learning. Teachers then started their planning for the learning and assessment 
for 2021. 
 
Nature Play- almost ready: You may have noticed the new Nature Play construction at the front of the school which we 
anticipate will be signed off early in 2021. Many adults have commented or queried about the safety of the new area; the design 
and plan is in line with industry standards. Nature Play is shown to support children’s imaginative and dramatic play and also their 
physical development where the irregularities in surfaces and distances help develop their fine-motor control. 

ThankEd: It’s been a challenging year (tougher than most!) and you may wish to say thank you to the school personnel who make 
a difference. Every day, people working in public education shape futures by inspiring children and young people to reach their full 
potential. ThankED gives everyone the chance to celebrate the positive difference that we strive to make. Whether you want to 
say thanks to someone for helping you with a particular lesson or hard time when you needed it most, a  ThankED note can convey 
your personal message of gratitude. Through ThankED, staff, students and the local community have a new and exciting way to 
show their appreciation. You can use ThankED at www.education.sa.gov.au/ThankED to send a note of thanks at any time, to 
anyone in the department who has made a difference to you.         

Continued Page 2 

CALENDAR DATES 

Mon 7th Dec: Year 5 Graduation 6.00pm 

Tues 8th Dec: Colour Run at lunchtime 

Wed 9th Dec: Santa’s Biscuits Canteen Day & 

Wed 9th Dec:  JS Picnic Day, BYO picnic lunch 

Fri 11th Dec: End of Term Assemblies 

Fri 11th Dec: Early dismissal 2.20pm  

Wed 27th Jan 2021: Start Of School 

Fri 29th Jan 2021: Year 4-12 Splash Dash  

https://edi.sa.edu.au/ThankED
http://www.education.sa.gov.au/ThankED
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PRINCIPAL NEWS CONTINUED 
 

2021 Start Of School: Please note that in Week 1 2021 we will need to hit the ground running as  school starts on Wednesday 
27th January 2021 and the Year 4-12 Splash Dash is on the first Friday 29th January 2021. 

What a year - not one we thought would ever happen! I thank all of the students, staff, Governing Council, parents and            
community for their support and collaborative efforts in 2020; so many people have gone above and beyond to make sure our 
students have been learning, safe and aware. In this newsletter I would usually list some of the notable events however many 
events were cancelled due to COVID19 restrictions but what we did celebrate and take part in was beneficial and enjoyable.  

So where does 2021 take us? Maintaining our momentum! In 2021 we are focussing on informed actions to improve the     
achievement, literacy knowledge, questioning ability and consequently all of our student learning outcomes.  

To our Year 12 students: 2020 has not been the year that any of us expected and it will possible affect many aspects of your life 
moving forwards. That said, you can choose which path you take and the future attitude you take on in life.  

 This year has stripped our community of several events and experiences that traditionally signal the transition to adulthood- 
18ths, 21sts, football change rooms, netball games, driving tests, and snow trips… and most have coped remarkably well. The 
boundaries around how close we can be physically, how many people can be together, who can go where and the need to 
sanitise or wear masks have changed regularly … and most have coped remarkably well. Some people adopted a flexible and 
adaptable attitude that has enabled them to deal with it all. Others have used it as an excuse, a give up. They have thrown 
their hands up and looked for something or someone to blame – which attitude are you going to have moving forwards?  

 Your life has been defined by change … and that won’t change. You were born just after the devastation of September 11,  
climate change has always been a thing, you’ve gone from computer rooms to a computer in your pocket and this year you 
even went from stand and deliver teaching to online learning and back again. We can be scared by change and cling to what 
we’ve always known or we can plan for it, resource it and embrace it. Which attitude are you going to have moving forwards? 

 It’s ok to not know everything … and to disagree with other people. With big problems such as a pandemic, experienced across 
the nation, no single group or government will be able to fix everything. Experts in their fields, politicians, and the general  
public will often disagree. Disagreement doesn’t mean that the other person is incorrect or an idiot. Don’t get me wrong, they 
might be, but they also might have thought a lot about the problem and perhaps they can see something that you ’ve missed. 
Which attitude are you going to have moving forwards? 

 And… just because you don’t have a photo of it, or it’s not displayed on social media – doesn’t mean it didn’t happen. During 
the four weeks South Australians had at home earlier this year some people recognised that travel, watching sport, and going 
to parties and pubs are fun, but they’re often entertaining rather than fulfilling. We learned to refocus other aspects of our 
lives; on friends, family, pets, neighbours; the things money can’t buy. What will be important to you moving forwards?  

 Some people will always do the bare minimum or test the rules. They may think they are a law unto themselves. Even           
pre-pandemic those people never bothered to put the supermarket trolley back because there’s no law that says they have to, 
no penalty if they don’t, or they don’t help their opposition team player up when they fall because there’s no rule to say they 
have to. They don’t recognise the unwritten contract we all have with each other: a simple commitment to be a good citizen, 
to "treat others as you would like to be treated...", to stand 1.5m away, to wash our hands, to avoid contact. What we do and 
think and say to each other is important. Moving forwards, will you choose a pathway that contributes to your community and 
makes a difference or will you think of yourself and put others, our community, second? 

So, class of 2020, will you choose to be adaptable and flexible? Will you embrace change? Will you be open minded and          
community minded? The future is yours. It’s your choice and I hope to hear of your positive, choices moving forwards. We wish 
you everything that you so richly deserve in the years ahead - it has been an honour and a privilege watching your progress and 
success! 

And so it comes to the end of another year, I’d like to thank you for entrusting your children’s education to us and wish you a 
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays; we look forward to seeing all of our families in 2021.  
 
Kylie Eggers 
Principal 

MANNUM COMMUNITY COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

 
 

 

2020 has been a challenging, frustrating but eventful year. Despite the uncertainty we have all experienced throughout the year 

we continue to stay positive and hopeful that things will return to some normality in 2021. We have had the privilege to host  

many community and school events such as Police visits, One 50 Dance, Year 3/4/5 camp, Christmas Tree displays, Book Week 

Parade, rugby, tennis and cricket training sessions, SRC fundraising events, movie and disco night, Kindy transitions, House Cup   

activities, Gala Day, Christmas picnic (this Wednesday),  swimming lessons, excursions and class parties. 

We have also had huge support and involvement from the Mannum community with volunteers and mentors supporting our  
students in classes, donations for Breakfast Club and participating in excursions. We have received lots of positive feedback on 
school events and how our students proudly represent our school. We thank all of the volunteers and mentors for their continued 
support throughout our school.  

2021 classes have been finalised. Students will be notified of their classroom number and teacher on Wednesday Week 9 with a 
transition visit to meet their teacher and peers for next year. A letter will also go home with the details. We are very excited to 
start a new year and welcome new families.  

Some favourite memories from this year have been the positivity and resilience of the students and staff. They overcame the 

challenges of restrictions, lock downs and ongoing changes to their routines. Going into classrooms and being able to share so 

many great experiences and laughs with the students has been a special highlight. Students are very happy to be coming to school 

every day. I thoroughly enjoy working in a team with my Junior School colleagues. The Mannum community should be extremely 

proud of our school and the amazing students, teachers, SSOs, mentors and volunteers that make it fabulous.  

Wishing you all a safe and indulgent Christmas! See you again in 2021. 

 

Michelle Grieger 
Deputy Principal 

MANNUM COMMUNITY COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 

SRC NEWS 

The SRC have strived to achieve as much as possible despite the difficulties this year has presented us with. We have successfully 

organised fundraisers for our sponsor child, Anastasia, and for our school canteen this year. We held a Dress to Express fundraiser 

in Term 3, along with a casual day in Term 2. We, the committee, would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has           

been involved in the planning, organisation and participated in this year’s events such as the Silent Disco! Although there is still so 

much we would love to do, we are proud of each and every accomplishment this year. Please support the year of 2021 with ideas, 

improvements, and fun-filled activities!  

The SRC Executive Committee   

Junior School  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

Christmas Is In The Air 

For the students in the middle school it is starting to feel a bit like Christmas. I have seen   

Christmas trees, Santas and the red and green paint sneak out of the cupboards and onto the 

paper quite a bit of late.                                                                               

Other classes are finishing off important work and I have witnessed some great presentations 

and group work in the last few weeks. 

Last week the choir and music students started the festive mood when they came together and 

celebrated their learning with a concert. The choir sang beautifully, with plenty of energy and 

passion, and the music students were just as engaging. Our thanks goes to Miss Love for her 

organisation and support, Joy Marks for her wonderful conducting and the music teachers Mr 

Longdon and Mr Hickey. The positive mood was so infectious that even the crowd got up and 

joined in.  

 

A basketball challenge was another small event held for those students 

who were dedicated and trained throughout the term, but denied a chance 

to compete against other schools because of the Covid conditions. Gary 

Westlake has dedicated his time to teaching skills and game play and it was 

great to see the students interact with such great spirit and see their      

confidence grow. 

The year 6/7 students have also been involved in giving feedback to the 

Department for Education about school sport, and this data will be used to 

plan future events and carnivals. 

 

 

Transition is another activity currently taking place in the Middle 

School that sign posts the end of the year is near. Over the past few 

weeks Year 5 students have been invited into the Middle School to 

get a taste of what life will be like next year. We have also           

welcomed students from other sites who will join us in 2021. On 

Wednesday in Week 9 during Pastoral Care all Middle School      

classes will take part in a Step-Up session. At this time students can 

meet their new class members, and where possible their 2021 

home group teacher to become familiar with the location and    

expectations of the Middle School. The graduating Year 9s will get 

the same opportunity with a Step-Up into the Senior School. 

Merry Christmas to you all from Mannum Community College  Middle School. 

Kathryn Hese 

Senior Leader—Middle School 
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

The last few weeks of Term 4 have been very busy and throwing the COVID lockdown in the mix had its challenges with getting 

students resulting and reporting done in time. Our new 2021 Year 11 and 12 students commence their subjects for next year with 

our step-up program in Week 9. Although, it has been a very busy term for everyone, this provides students with the opportunity 

to get a head start on their subjects for 2021.  

We have had a jammed packed year in the Senior School with many opportunities and highlights. I would like to take the               

opportunity to thank all MCC staff who have worked tirelessly with students to achieve the best possible results in what has been 

a very challenging year for all, particularly our stage 2 (Year 12) teachers for the above and beyond efforts they put into the      

students and their success.  

Things to consider 

 Holiday laptop contract agreements are available for senior students, please see the office, ICT staff or myself.  

 2021 VET enrolment forms have been issued to those students who have selected VET pathways through their subject 

counselling process. Please support your children to complete and return forms ASAP (They are now overdue). 

I would also like to commend the student cohort on the overall success for the year and way they have handled themselves 

through school, community events and off site opportunities. 

I look forward to seeing everyone again in the New Year. 

Regards 

Kieran Jaensch 

Senior Leader -  Senior School 

MANNUM COMMUNITY COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 

JOY’S CORNER 

This year we have learnt to be flexible, adaptable and have had a huge learning curve getting used to an online world (well at least 
some of us - like me).  And we have all made it through the school year! Well Done everyone!  

In the process maybe we have discovered some things that we thought were important were not as important as we thought they 
were; and we found some important people (family and friends) that we appreciated spending more time with, or missed heaps 
because we couldn’t see them. 

To complete this year the Life Matters team will be here on Wednesday December 9th to present their Christian Christmas       
seminar to our Year R-7 students: 

How is it possible for peace to be experienced with so much uncertainty, pain and trauma in the world? Christmas is normally a 
time of celebration, but this year Christmas will look different for many people. There has been 
abnormal chaos and uncertainty this year, is it possible to experience peace in the midst of it 
all? 

In this Christmas seminar we want to shift our attention from the pandemic, the disasters, and 
the confusion, to an all-in focus on uniting together in an act of peace. The peace that the 
Christmas story offers is the idea that true peace comes when there is harmony between all 
things – God, people and nature. This presentation offers an educational perspective on      
Christianity and the foundational story of Christmas shared in a non-judgmental and sensitive 
way, created for a diverse audience. 

Please speak with Joy Marks or Front Office staff at school if you have any questions or          
concerns, or alternatively send a note with your child to their teacher on Wednesday 9th        
December exempting them from the seminar if you do not want them attending.  

Parents are always very welcome to attend.  

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a refreshing holiday break enjoying time with the 
important people in your life! 

Joy Marks 
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WELLBEING LEADER NEWS 

Christmas Gift Buying: Some child 

protection issues to consider. 

The eSafety Commissioner is a Federal 

agency that helps Australians deal with a 

range of issues relating to online safety.  

At this time of year, they upload current 

information about how we can be smart, 

safe and secure when choosing tech gifts 

for children and young people. 

Go to https://www.esafety.gov.au/

parents/gift-guide to find out more. 

The latest information to help you      

manage online safety issues is also       

presented in detail and discusses how you 

can  help your child deal with various risks 

or challenges they may face. 

The Big 6 issues presented are: 

 Cyberbullying 

 Online pornography 

 Sending nudes and sexting 

 Time online 

 Online gaming 

 Unwanted contact and grooming. 

Finally, learn specific information about 

the latest games, apps and social media, 

including how to protect your information 

and report inappropriate content. The 

guide to social media, apps and games 

with links to online safety information and 

how to report abusive content is available 

in a handy guide at https://www.esafety. 

gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide. 

 

 

Drumbeat Program - Performance 

Drumbeat students are looking forward to 

sharing their learning with everyone at 

the end-of-term assembly. Thanks to AC 

Care for facilitating this program for the 

selected students in Years 5, 6 and 7. 

Did you know that as well as the SA COVID

-19 Information Line (1800 253 787), a 

Relief Call Centre is operating to help  

people affected by COVID-19 and the   

restrictions here in SA? 

The centre provides information and   

assistance to help you through the       

current government restrictions, including 

access to personal hardship support and 

advice on short-term accommodation if 

you cannot safely self-quarantine or self-

isolate. 

The Relief Call Centre can also provide 

general support and referrals to other 

services as needed. You can get in contact 

via phone on 1300 705 336 or by emailing 

housingrelief@sa.gov.au. 

Student Wellbeing in Tough Times 

As we enter the summer holidays, please 

remember that the MCC Wellbeing team 

and all staff are here to assist with any  

wellbeing or mental health concerns    

students or families may have. Wellbeing 

staff can be contacted during school hours 

on 8569 1503, via email to  

dl.1170.info@schools.sa.edu.au and other  

 

communication channels  are open such 

as via Daymap and SeeSaw. 

Don’t forget that MCC also uses the 

StopIT app (free download) for anyone 

wishing to report bullying, inappropriate 

behaviour or to alert the school’s leader-

ship team if you are worried about a stu-

dent’s mental health. 

If MCC staff aren’t available, know you are 

not alone. Non-school supports can be 

accessed online and via phone through: 

Beyond Blue 

 beyondblue.org.au 

 1300 22 4636  

Kids Helpline  

 kidshelpline.com.au 

 1800 55 1800 

Lifeline 

 lifeline.org.au 

 13 11 14 

Headspace  

 headspace.org.au 

 8531 2122  

Regional Access 

 Register for online sessions at https://

saregionalaccess.org.au/phone-and-

online-counselling/ 

 1300 032 186  

Murray Mallee Adelaide Hills Domestic 

Violence (DV) Service  

 Call 08 8215 6320 or the DV & Family 

Violence Gateway: 1800 800 098  

Inspiration 

All the best for the summer. I look       

forward to seeing everyone again in late 

January. 

Best regards 

Bobbie Taylor 

Wellbeing Leader 

 

mailto:dl.1170.info@schools.sa.edu.au
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://www.lifeline.org.au/131114/
https://www.google.com/search?ei=QUzLX9PnBMjG4-EP1oO7wAQ&q=murray+bridge+headspace&oq=murray+bridge+headspace&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIOCC4QxwEQrwEQyQMQkwIyAggmOgUIABCRAjoICAAQsQMQkQI6CAgAELEDEIMBOgUIABCxAzoOCC4QsQMQgwEQxwEQowI6AggAOgsILhCxAxDHARCjAjoOCC4QxwEQrw
tel:1300032186
https://www.centacare.org.au/service/murray-mallee-adelaide-hills-domestic-violence-service/
https://www.centacare.org.au/service/murray-mallee-adelaide-hills-domestic-violence-service/
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 Mannum School Community Library 
Christmas hours  

  

Mon 14th Dec 2020 10am – 2pm 

Tues 15th Dec 2020 10am – 2pm 

Wed 16th Dec 2020 10am – 2pm    4pm – 8pm 

Thurs 17th Dec 2020 10am – 2pm 

Fri 18th Dec 2020 10am – 2pm 

Sat 19th Dec 2020 10am – 12pm 

Mon 21st Dec 2020 

CLOSED 

 
 
  
  
  
   

School holiday hours resume on Mon-
day 4th January 2021 until Wednesday 
27th January 2021 when school term 

time hours commence. 

Tues 22nd Dec 2020 

Wed 23rd Dec 2020 

Thurs 24th Dec 2020 

Fri 25th Dec 2020 

Sat 26th Dec 2020 

Mon 28th Dec 2020 

Tues 29th Dec 2020 

Wed 30th Dec 2020 

Thurs 31st Dec 2020 

Fri 1st Jan 2021 

Sat 2nd Jan 2021 


