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NAIDOC Week – Always Was, Always Will Be 

NAIDOC Week celebrations are held around 
Australia to celebrate the history, culture and 

achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. The 2020 National NAIDOC Week 
theme shone a focus on the length of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander occupation of 
Australia. In their narratives Aboriginal people talk of continuous occupation of being here when 
time began, as part of the Dreaming – past, present and future. This year our students 
participated in a range of activities such as making rainbow serpents, chest pins and tracking art, 
culminating in the ceremony, smoking ceremony and walk displaying collaboration and unity. 

The 2020 NAIDOC SA Awards were announced in a ceremony on Monday, 9 November at the 
Adelaide Town Hall and were presented by NAIDOC SA Chairperson, Joyleen Thomas. Mannum 
Community College Old Scholar Gail Brennan was awarded NAIDOC Scholar of the Year. Gail 
finishes her Law Degree this year from Flinders University and we congratulate her on her 
successes thus far. 

Remembrance Day – Lest We Forget 

Remembrance Day in Australia is an occasion to commemorate and remember all Australians who have died as a result of 
international conflict. In addition we remember and commemorate the lives of those who return and all of these people’s families. 
The privileges and freedoms that I enjoy in today’s Australia are in part due to the last five generations of my family who have 
served in various roles in the armed forces and I am thankful to those who are courageous in the face of adversity, serving their 
country and its government before themselves. Although the sun shone at 11am this year’s commemorations looked different 
than in the past due to the heavy storm that occurred in the morning. The event was held on Teams where the hosts, poems and 
choir did a wonderful job. Thank you. 

Congratulations and Farewell to our Year 12s who have completed their time at Mannum Community College. These students 
have worked very hard and deserve all that they have strived for over the last 13 years. We wish them well with their tertiary 
studies and employment endeavours in 2021.  
Class structures/Student Free Day Week 8 
These will be finalised very soon and parents will be informed before the end of the year. At the Week 8 Student Free Day 
teachers will be looking at the data for students in their class in 2020. Teachers will talk with student’s  current teachers and share 
their knowledge of the students and their dispositions in learning. Teachers will then be able to plan the learning and assessment 
for 2020.  
Kylie Eggers 
Principal 

CALENDAR DATES 

Thurs 19th Nov: SAPSASA Swimming, Adelaide  

Fri 20th Nov: SAPSASA Athletics, Adelaide  

Fri 20th Nov: Presentation Day  

Fri 20th Nov:  Colour Run at lunchtime 

Fri 27th Nov: Christmas Tree Festival Displays 

Mon 30th Nov: Finance & Governing Council  

Fri 4th Dec: Student Free Day 
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL & JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

Junior School Term 4! 

Elected SLC (Student Learning Community) members from the Junior School - Zoey 
Hutchens, Amalia Treloar, Gemma Mills, Sienna Grieger, Ruby Jarrad, Shelby Furjan, 
Edward Garner and Mia Reichstein, along with teacher supporter Ms Holly Clark 
have proudly represented our school  at regional school partnership meetings.  This 
year they have been exploring a range of formative assessment strategies,            
supporting the teachers in the Junior School to use them by developing a variety of 
classroom resources and short films. The SLC team has demonstrated collaborative 
and creative ideas and have shown to be positive representatives of our school. Each 
school has been developing learning posters which explains the four formative    
assessment strategies (see below), these series of posters explaining the strategies 
will be rolled out to all participating schools in the partnership.  

Pre-Flight Checklist – a tool for students to use to help them to assess their own work before they submit 
their work to the teacher. 

Question Shells – students give detailed explanations of their understanding about the 
learning rather than just giving answers. 

Miracle Pause – teachers give students time for quality thinking before they answer 
questions (15 seconds). 

4 Corners – is a tool for teachers to assess student understanding using four multiple 
choice answers to a question. This allows students to have flexibility in their thinking as 
they increase their understanding.  

We look forward to initiating new SLC members next year to continue the collaborative learning            
experiences and innovative thinking. We would like to thank our outgoing Year 5 SLC representatives Zoey 
Hutchens, Amalia Treloar, Gemma Mills and Sienna Grieger for their strong leadership, participation and 
guidance in our meetings. We wish them all the best with their journey to Middle School. 

Michelle Grieger 
Deputy Principal 

 

Junior School Swimming 

16th November—27th November 

     

Check Seesaw messages for more information 
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Start Finish Week 6, 16th-20th Nov 

8:50 9:35 4/5 Vorsty 

9:35 10:20 4/5 Jolly 

10:20 11:05 3/4 Grieger / Krznaric 

11:25 12:10 3 Lindner / Hatcher 

12:00 12:55 2/3 Zrim 

1:35 2:20 1/2 O’Hara 

2:20 2:45 Reception Garrett / Lindner  

Start Finish Week 7, 23rd-27th Nov 

8:50 9:35 4/5 Vorsty 

9:35 10:20 4/5 Jolly 

10:20 11:05 3/4 Grieger / Krznaric 

11:25 12:10 3 Lindner / Hatcher 

12:00 12:55 2/3 Zrim 

1:35 2:20 1/2 Newell 

2:20 2:45 Reception/ 1 Clark  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

Term 4 Happenings 

The Middle School has been a buzz again with so many exciting activities of late that it 
is hard to list them all. One of the most enjoyable events was a dance presentation on 
bullying that was performed to the Year 6/7 classes on Friday November 6th.  Apart 
from being interactive and entertaining, the dancers presented a strong message 
about kindness and handling bullies. It gave the students an insight into what is going 
through a bully’s mind and made it clear that  they are the people with the issue and 
hopefully they will “Get Well Soon.” 

The Remembrance Day Ceremony is another event that must be mentioned. The Year 
9 class did an amazing job organising the day and making poppies and other symbolic 
decorations to make the ceremony special. Tamika Sykes was an incredible compere 
on the day, and it was wonderful to hear Aaron Gent and Hayden Triulcio read John 
McCrae’s stirring poem, “In Flanders Field.” We were also treated to some poems   
being read by Miss Love’s 6/7 class. They were very special and even more touching as 
the students had written the texts themselves. The flute and clarinet performance by Chelsea Hartley, Beth 
Reichstein, Brianna Weber, Ebony Weber, Amy Eades & Krystyna Roylance was very well received and helped       
enormously in providing a respectful atmosphere for the presentation. 

We also had our mid term assembly on Wednesday November 11th, and it was great to hear from all classes about 
what they have been learning and what they have enjoyed. Mr Wilsdon gave us a good summary of the sports our 
students have been competing in and congratulated to those who had made the SAPSASA teams. Many Push for    
Excellence awards were also presented, and it gave me great pleasure to see so much achievement being recognised. 
Some special Push for Excellence badges were awarded to four people for achieving “Hall of Fame” status in all five 
categories: academic, community, attitude, organisation and leadership. The recipients were Chelsea Hartley, Brianna 
Weber, Beth Reichstein and Isabelle Murray. Their hard work and dedication are an inspiration for others to aspire to. 

Kathryn Hese 
Middle School 
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

Week 5 Term 4 Senior School Newsletter 

Over the past two weeks our Year 12 students have been sitting their final schooling exams. The 
commitment level students have shown to their final few weeks of schooling and exams overall 
has been pleasing to see. We will be officially farewelling our 2020 graduates at Presentation 
Day, Friday 20th November. 

Our Current Year 10 and 11 students will be commencing their 2021 Semester 1 subjects in 
Week 8 of this term. This step up program is something that we do at Mannum in the Senior 
School in order to provide our students with the opportunity to get a head start on their        
subjects for 2021. Students will commence their first assessment for 2021, with the expectation 
that they commit some time to assessments over the Christmas break. 

Upcoming Events/Things to consider  

 Presentation Day: Friday 20th November 9:30am start at the complex, please arrive be-

tween 9.00 and 9.30 to be seated. 

 Current Year 10 and 11 student’s step up to the next year program will commence Week 

8 of this term for the final two weeks.  

 VET course completion and results within the next 2 weeks for SACE board accreditation.  

 2021 VET enrolment forms have been issued to those students who have selected VET 

pathways through their subject counselling process. Please support your children to   

complete and return forms ASAP.  

 

Kieran Jaensch 

Senior School 
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ABSENCE SMS NUMBER  

0437 944 801  

Please add this number to your phone contacts for future use.  

Please remember to sign your child/ren in and out at the Front Office if you are arriving LATE (after 8:40am) or leaving EARLY 
(before the home-time bell).  

Rolls are marked in Home Group (before 8:50) and at the commencement of every lesson. If a student is not in class, they will be 
marked ‘Unexplained’ and Staff will be following up.  

Please remember to give a reason for your child’s absence when replying to an SMS from the school.  
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WELLBEING LEADER NEWS 

End-of-Year-Itis Yes, it’s a thing. 

Over the last few years I’ve noticed how 
different children and young people are 
(as well as school staff and parents?) in 
the last few weeks of a school year. End-of
-term-itis is a very common condition.  
Children seem to be aware of impending 
change; a long break to look forward to, 
the ’craziness’ of the Christmas season, 
lots of recreational time, the anticipation 
of a new school year, new class teacher or 
even a new school.  

There is so much going on too; end of year 
performances, assemblies, sports, class 
celebrations and transition days. It’s a lot 
for our children to deal with, particularly 
our more overwhelmed or sensitive ones. 

The excitement, exhaustion and uncer-
tainty can cause some of our children to 
behave differently. Some of them are      
beyond tired (emotionally and physically). 
This may cause them to get angry,         
frustrated or upset much quicker than 
they normally would. They may be over 
emotional; fed up, crying at the slightest 
thing, find it hard to sleep.  

At this point in Term 4, one solution might 
be simply giving more of yourself—

whether you are a parent, grandparent, 
extended family member or neighbour. 
They might want more hugs, more reas-
surance, more calm and you are one of 
their ‘go-to’ people for this. 

Go gently with them. Understand that 
they are doing the best they can and that 
your love and care will support them 
through the transition into a new year. 

Sleep Routines: Tips Through the 
Coming Weeks 

 Have a regular wakeup time. 

 Keep the routine familiar, even if away 
from home. 

 Have a wind-down period be-
fore bed without screens. 

 Make sure they are not cold or over-
heating during the night. 

 Keep the bedroom as dark as possible. 

 If the routine is completely gone, start 
again slowly with one item from the 
list. Then introduce others. 

 Don't get too worried about it.  

Does It Matter If They’re Up Late 
in the Holidays? 

Discarding regular sleep patterns for later 
bedtimes during school holidays can leave 
children with major sleep issues that can 
be difficult to resolve when school        
resumes, according to UniSA’s Paediatric 
Sleep Research Fellow, Dr Sarah Blunden.  

Getting just a half hour less sleep than 
normal can make a big difference to some 
children that results in irritability and 
‘ratty’ behaviour during the daytime.  

If children normally get 
nine hours of sleep, then 
they still need to get nine 
hours of sleep, regardless 
of when they went to bed. 
Even during holidays, chil-
dren still need the right 
amount of sleep. 

Kids need to know a range 
of behaviours that they 
can and can’t do and just 
because it’s Christmas 

doesn’t mean that the rules should 
change. Dr Blunden says that when par-
ents allow their children to stay up late on 
a regular basis, they are setting them-
selves and their children up for major 
sleep issues that can be difficult to resolve 
long after the holidays have ended.  

Dr Blunden recommends that parents 
adopt a calming routine starting an hour 
before bedtime. There should be no tele-
vision because that excites children and 
has implications in terms of content and 
light emitted, which keeps them awake. 
The calming routine can include a warm 
drink (not caffeinated), a calming bath, 
and special reading time with carers.  

During the first week of school Dr Blunden 
is swamped by calls from desperate par-
ents wanting to come to her clinic to get 
help with sleep issues after allowing their 
children’s sleep routines to go out ‘of the 
window’ during the holidays.  

Seasons for Growth Program 

Four groups of students have successfully 
completed their Seasons for Growth    
programs this term. A joint celebration 
session will be held on Tuesday, 1st      
December from 2.20 until home time. 
Students can bring one friend from their 
class and have invited family members to 
share their stories and learning journey. 

Drumbeat Program 

Ten students from Years 4-7 are taking 
part in an 8-week Drumbeat program with 
the generous support of workers from the 
Murray Bridge AC Care Family Services 
team. Drumbeat is an evidence-based 
social and emotional learning program 
that builds resilience through rhythm. 
Students are currently deciding how and 
when they will perform their skills. 

Inspiration 

“Wherever you go, go with all your heart.” 
Confucius 

All the best for the remainder of Term 4. 

Best regards 
Bobbie Taylor 
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JOYS CORNER 

 

 

Last Saturday November 7th, sixty people dressed up and enjoyed an entertaining evening at the Mannum Community Club for 
this year’s fundraiser for Mid Murray Family Connections. A huge thankyou to all those who provided support for this year ’s    
fundraiser which made almost $4000 for vulnerable Mid-Murray families. Please let us know any ideas you have that would be 
beneficial for future events. 
 
We were once again entertained by MCC students in the Mannum Dance Troupe led by Chelsea and Rhianna. Special mention 
goes to the Community Club for donating the scrumptious two course meal and Rikki Morland for the amazing cake we shared for 
dessert. We are very grateful for the generosity of local (and not so local) businesses and for the speaker from DBTM (Don’t Be-
come That Man) who provided information for this new and important service supporting men. It is encouraging to hear that the 
organisation receives an average of 50 phone calls per month from men wanting to discuss their concerns. If you or someone you 
know would like support please ring them on 1300 243 413 (8am-8pm). 
 
JAM 
This week in the Junior School JAM lunchtime program we enjoyed doing Aboriginal activities with Bindi for NAIDOC week. 
Thankyou Bindi, and we still enjoyed playing games. 
 
Joy Marks 
Pastoral Care 
Worker 
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COLOUR RUN 
Friday November 20

th

  

At lunchtime 

Bring white clothes to change into 

NO SCHOOL UNIFORMS ALLOWED 

$5 per Student 

Pay by Thursday November 19
th

 2020 

 


