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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
to become aware of student progress at Mannum Community College.
In the Junior School parents will be able to regularly see student work
through the Seesaw application. Middle & Senior School parents will
receive written reports in Terms 1 & 3 and summative reports in
Terms 2 & 4. Middle & Senior School parents may also receive
correspondence if their child has not submitted work when required.
Please feel welcome to contact us at any time in regards to your
child’s experience at Mannum Community College.

Welcome to 2020!

Last week we welcomed 32 new students and their families to our
school community, mostly at Reception but throughout each
subschool also. We understand that starting or changing schools can
be overwhelming at first, with new routines, new people and new
expectations. Our teachers have spent time planning a range of
activities to help students feel comfortable in their new environment
and to help them get to know each other. Continuing students
returning to MCC in 2020 will make great mentors, they know how we Australia Day Awards:
do things and have their own experiences to share and learn from.
Congratulations to MCC’s Mid-Murry Council “Youth Achievement
Hats & Uniform: We would like to remind parents that hats must be Award” recipient: Charlotte Lane Hatton for her achievements in
worn in Term 1 and that there are plenty of uniforms available to speedball and World Record.
purchase so if you need to grab some, please pop in to the Front Congratulations to MCC’s Lions Australia Day Youth Award recipients:
Office. If uniform purchase is an issue for you please speak to our  Ebony Schiller- Scientific & Soccer success
Front Office staff.

Ella Deramore Denver- Sports Achievement
Canteen: Please remember that the canteen is only open on  Ebony Weber- All Rounder
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday in 2020. This decision was not taken

Brock Treloar- Community Involvement, and
lightly and has occurred only after deep analysis of the trends and
figures; similarly the price increases are in line with the guidelines we  past student Jacynta Clark- Academic and Leadership skills
need to work under.
Grievance Procedure: From time to time issues or concerns arise that
Class of 2019: Our 2019 graduates have been very successful in their need to be resolved. It is almost always best practice to speak to the
SACE and subsequent applications for tertiary pathways. They have person you have the concern with first, before speaking to anyone
moved on to a range of careers and tertiary apprenticeships and else about it. If this is not possible we encourage students to speak to
courses including physiotherapy, science, teaching, behavioural someone to help them speak to the person concerned, practice
sciences, arts, health sciences, automotive mechanics, business strategies for the conversation, or speak to the person on their behalf.
management, nursing, veterinary technology, and metal fabrication. Please note it is not ok for a parent or adult to approach a child within
We wish them every success!
the school setting to settle disagreements between students; please
Bushfires: During the summer break we have witnessed bushfire find a staff member to help you with this. If these approaches do not
devastation in parts of South Australia and the eastern states. We produce a solution please contact the relevant subschool leader or
expect that some of our students and their families will have been me.
impacted by these events, maybe directly or perhaps their relatives or
friends. Please reach out for help if you need it, SA Department for
Education has provided us with a range of resources and information
that could be useful.

Site Improvement Plan: Late last year staff worked hard to analyse
student data, identify areas for improvement and develop strategies
to use as a school to achieve the improvements. This plan will be
presented to Governing Council in the coming weeks and then
Parent/Teacher Interviews & Reporting Schedule changes: In 2020 available on the school’s website. Our areas of focus are: writing to
teachers are available for parent meetings and conversations on increase grade band shift, reading comprehension and phonics and
request or as required throughout the year. There are many avenues phonemic awareness. Stay tuned to hear more about these foci in
greater detail.

SCHOOL CALENDAR
WEEK 4

WEEK 8

Monday 17th February
th

Tuesday 18 February

SAPSASA swimming trials (10-13y o)

Monday—Thursday

SAPSASA Cricket & Tennis

USE Swimming Carnival
WEEK 9
Monday 23rd March

WEEK 5
Tuesday 25th February

USE Athletics

1500 metre Day
WEEK 10
Wednesday 1st April

WEEK 6
nd

Monday 2 March

SSSSA Swimming Adelaide

Friday 6th March

Sports Day

rd

Friday 3 April

X-Country
SSSSA Athletics Adelaide

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK (cont)

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL NEWS (cont)

Splash Dash: A hot and exciting day with all of the makings of a great
event. Thank you to all students, staff and families who attended the
Splash Dash last Friday and dealt with the changes to travel and
timing arrangements. The Winners will be announced after the
on-site Ping Pong Dash which will be held later in the term. All of the
students tried their best, supported their teams and were respectful
to all of the parents and community members who attended. The
House Captains deserve special mentions for their efforts as do Bryan
Wilsdon & Julie Strauss for their coordination of the event.

MindUp
This year, teachers will be implementing the MindUp program in
conjunction with Play Is the Way (PITW). MindUp is a social and
emotional awareness program which enhances well-being and
promotes academic success. It promotes and develops mindful
attention to enhance tolerance, perseverance and resilience.

Attendance: It’s somewhat obvious- teachers can’t teach students
who they can’t contact. The majority of MCC students achieve well
above the target of 95% including our TAFE & VET students. However
several others do not have a suitable reason for not being here. If
there are barriers in getting students to school please contact home
group teachers sooner rather than later. Also, please note that I will
not be approving exemptions for students whose attendance is not
sufficient.
Both MindUp and PITW programs support the development of
Out of School Hours Care (OSHC): Remember that we now have an Personal and Social Capability elements of the Australian Curriculum
OSHC at MCC for after school and holiday care. If you are interested of Self-Awareness, Social-Awareness, Social-Management and
in
enrolling
your
children
please
contact: Self-Management. Please see your child’s class teacher or myself if
mannum@happyhaven.sa.edu.au or 81555444
or visit you have any questions regarding the MindUp Program.
www.happyhaven.com.au.
Looking forward to seeing you out in the JS yard over the next few
Kylie Eggers, Principal
weeks.

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL NEWS
Welcome to the 2020 school year in the Junior
School!
I would particularly like to welcome the new families who have
chosen Mannum to continue the important education for their
children. We not only welcome you to the school but to the
community.
Teachers have been very busy over the past week organising
classrooms, planning and building important relationships with the
children in their classes. You would have received a class newsletter
outlining the routines of the class, topics of learning and important
information relevant to the class.
If you would like to talk with the teacher please arrange a mutually
agreed time to speak with them after school - mornings are always
very busy and the teachers need to have their whole attention on
their class to establish a successful start to the day. You are welcome
to come and see me if it is something that needs to be addressed
immediately or if you would like to chat about your child’s learning. If
you are upset about an issue come straight to me. Please do not go
to the classroom where conversations can be overheard and
witnessed.

Warm regards
Michelle Grieger
Deputy Principal

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS
Welcome back for 2020!
Welcome back to all our Senior School students and families. We
officially welcome our new year 10 cohort into the senior school, with
students settling in well to their new environment and classes.
A reminder to families that we now have 1:1 laptop computer access
for Senior School students, with a contract and payment schedule in
place which has gone home with students to access our take home
initiative. The school has put this initiative in place to ensure our
students can maximise their time both at school and home to be
successful with their schooling in the senior years.

Reminder for parents and families of year 12 students. In 2020 year
12 students have the flexibility of accessing off site learning programs
during non-contact school time to support their studies of Vocational
Education Training (VET). This allows students the ability to undertake work experience and employment opportunities. This initiative
is only available to those students needing to undertake compulsory
Lateness / absences
work placements to support their studies. Required forms must be
If your child is late or absent, please contact the school to let us know
signed off with placements in place before students can access this.
(SeeSaw, Email or phone are all great alternative options). If your
child arrives after 8:40am they will need to be signed in at the front We have an exciting year planned with lots of extra-curricular
office. Attendance at school is important. Please note that if your activities to enhance student experiences this year, so please keep an
child is absent and school has not received notice from a parent then eye out for further correspondence on planned excursions and
events.
it is school policy for a staff member to make contact.
2020 Camp / School Sleepover
Students in the 1/2 classes will have the opportunity to have a sleep
over at school. Information about this special event will be available
next term. Students in Year 2/3, 3, 3/4 and both 4/5 classes will have
the opportunity to go on camp. Information for these exciting events
will be given out over the next few weeks. Payment plans will be
available.

In 2020 the senior school has opted not to conduct students/parent
teacher interviews. We encourage parents to contact the school and
book in meetings with teachers at any time they feel the need. This
year we will be increasing our direct contact with parents in relation
to student work/ assessment tasks and future pathways planning.
Regards
Kieran Jaensch
Senior Leader - Senior School

WELLBEING COORDINATOR
E-Safety Commissioner’s Guide to
Social Media
When is your child ready for social
media accounts?
Both the physical age of your child
and their level of maturity and
resilience can affect their ability to
have positive experiences on social
media.
Each social media site and app has its
own criteria for minimum age
requirements. Most require users to be at least 13 years of age
before they can register, although some sites are created especially
for children under 13.
Generally, the 13-year age requirement is not necessarily because
the site is unsafe for children to use but to comply with a US law
which prevents collection and storage of personal information from
children under 13 years of age.
What are the benefits and risks of using social media?
The Commissioner’s e-Safety Guide (www.esafety.gov.au) includes
information about the different benefits and risks associated with
how social media is used. These include:
 anonymous communication
 content sharing
 encrypted communication
 gaming
 in-app/in-game purchasing
 live steaming
 location sharing
 messaging/online chat
 online relationships
 photo/video sharing
 voice chat
 video calling
Key questions to see if your child is ready.
Consider these questions to determine whether your child is ready
for social media.
 Is your child able to withstand negative online experiences? If
you think your child would be very upset by a negative
experience online, you may need to guide them closely if you
allow them to establish a social media account. Look through
online profiles and public feeds together, and talk about how
some people behave differently online. Teach them how to filter
abusive comments, block and report people.
 Does your child understand the importance of protecting their
personal information? Explaining to a child why privacy is
important can be difficult. Start by describing what personal
information is. Emphasise that it includes anything that can
identify them, such as their phone number, email address,
photos, name of their school, and any sporting clubs they belong
to. Remind them that photos contain information that could be
used to identify them, such as a photo taken right outside your
house or a photo of them in their school uniform. If they share
personal information online, it could mean that others, including
strangers could use it in ways they may not have thought about.
Someone could even post bullying messages or inappropriate
photos on social media while pretending to be them.
 Does you/your child understand about privacy settings? Show
your child how to view the privacy settings for each social media
service and talk them through how you decided on which settings
to use in your own accounts. If you would like help with
technology, including how to use social media services yourself,
Be Connected provides step-by-step advice on the basics and
beyond.
 Does your child understand what is safe to share online? If you
are concerned your child may post personal information that



allows people to identify and locate them — even after you have
talked through the dangers — then they may need your help to
use social media sites. Talk about the risks of 'checking in',
tagging people in photos, sharing nude or sexually suggestive
pictures, meeting online friends in person, making offensive
comments, and what is not acceptable.
Does your child know how to report cyberbullying and other
kinds of abusive content? Although there are huge benefits to
being connected through social media, your child may experience
some form of online bullying or harassment. If this happens, it is
important that they know how to manage and report this
behaviour. Together with your child, check the safety resources
for individual social media services and look for information
about how to block and report. You can find online safety advice
and direct reporting links for social media, apps, games and
websites in the eSafety Guide.

You can also report abusive content to the e-Safety Commissioner.
They deal with three key types of reports:
 Cyberbullying — if you are under 18, or making a report on
behalf of someone who is under 18, you can make a complaint
about online bullying.
 Image-based abuse — if an intimate image has been shared, or
someone is threatening to share it, without your consent, you
can make a report no matter what your age.
 Child sexual abuse material — the investigation of online child
sexual abuse material is prioritized and work with law
enforcement to remove this content wherever it is hosted.
 Is your child willing to let you establish clear rules and supervise
their social media activity? It is a good idea to supervise your
child’s online activity, at least initially and certainly with younger
children. Be clear on things like when and where online devices
can be used and when they need to be switched off. The way a
preschooler or younger child begins to use connected devices will
instil good online habits from the start and help them transition
to using social media later on.
When your child first starts to use social media, talk with them
about how to do this in a way that you are both comfortable
with. Help them to understand why and how you would like to
support them as they begin to explore. It may be tricky having
this conversation, particularly with tweens and teens, but getting
their agreement will keep the lines of communication open
between you and ensure that they feel able to come to you for
help if they encounter any problems. This is especially important
so you can continue to support them.
 Become their friend or follow their social media accounts. This
will enable you to observe what they are doing online and
support them to make safer choices about what they share and
how they share it. But be prepared to learn more than you might
like about their friends and possibly about them. Try to resist
talking about the specifics of their online activity unless you are
worried about particular things they have posted. Keep your
comments offline. It is much better to start the chat in person,
one-on-one, and let them guide the discussion if specific issues
come up, than it is to post online safety tips in comment form. If
you intervene too much or comment publicly, it can embarrass
them and break their trust. This may prompt them to use a
separate profile without your knowledge or restrict what you can
see by sharing to restricted groups of friends or followers.

Bobbie Taylor
Wellbeing Leader

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

INFORMATION FOR YOU

Welcome to the 2020 school year at Mannum Community College. As
I am new to the school I would like to introduce myself. My name is
Kathryn Hese and I am the Middle School Leader this year. I have
been working in education for a very long time and I am excited
about the learning and experiences that have been planned for your
children by the great staff at MCC. I am looking forward to working
with the students, getting to know them and supporting them to be
the best they can be. I am always happy to talk to families and
welcome their ideas and feedback, so please come in and have a chat
when convenient.

REMINDER FOR PARENTS

For now I would like to highlight how important good attendance is in
the learning progress of young people and encourage you all to make
this a priority for 2020. As the year rolls on I will keep you updated on
events, achievements and general news.

Please remember to sign your child/ren in and out at the
Front Office if you are arriving LATE (after 8:40am) or leaving
EARLY (before the home-time bell).
Rolls are marked in Home Group (before 8:50) and at the
commencement of each lesson. If a student is not in class,
they will be marked ‘Unexplained’ and Staff will be following
up.
NEW ABSENCE SMS NUMBER:

0419922732

Kathryn Hese
Middle School Senior Leader

DROP OFF / PICK UP PARKING
JOY’S CORNER

Reminder for parents: please do not park in the school
grounds or on the footpath.

Welcome back for a brand new year; and a very big welcome to our
new students and families. My days at school this year are Tuesday to
Friday.

Parking on the footpath is a safety concern for our students
and families, and a breach of Australian road rules. The Mid
Murray Council have been notified and will be patrolling the
As we start a new year I’d like to share some wise advice from Zig area.
Siglar in this quote.

Parents and caregivers need to use the road-

‘Our problem is that we make the mistake of comparing ourselves side car parking or “Horwood Bagshaw” car
with other people. You are not inferior or superior to any human park for pick up/drop off time. The Bus Bay and
being…You do not determine your success by comparing yourself to
Staff parking areas are for school use only.
others; rather you determine your success by comparing your
accomplishments to your capabilities. You are ‘number one’ when
you do the best you can with what you have, every day.’
In 2020 let’s do the best we can with what we have, every day!
Community Mentoring Program
Our Community Mentoring Program provides young people with a
structured and trusting relationship with a caring individual who
offers guidance, support and encouragement. In our school we
currently have 27 students enjoying the support that the mentoring
program provides. An hour of a volunteer’s time each week makes a
significant impact for a young person. If you would like to know more
about the mentoring program or know someone who would be a
great mentor for a young person please contact me.

Position Vacant

Jam Program
The JAM optional lunchtime Christian program for Junior School
students runs on Thursday at lunchtime for any interested students.
JAM is run by a small group of parent and church volunteers, in
conjunction with the Pastoral Care Worker and is separate from the
Pastoral Care Program in the school. JAM is designed as a fun
lunchtime program which includes games, songs, crafts and a short
story that relates to the schools Key Concepts and River Values,
encouraging friendship and good life skills. It will be held in STEM
rooms 3/4 on Thursday lunchtimes. It often contains Christian
content so parent consent is essential. Consent forms are available;
please speak with me or front office staff if you need a form.

Canteen Manager
Mannum Community College
16.5 hours per week
This is a casual position of 5.5 hours per day on Wednesdays, Thursday and Fridays during school terms only. Extra hours will be required
for end of term cleaning and stocktake.
The successful applicant will be required to have a current Department of Human Services Working with Children Check.

Joy Marks

Application for the position need to include a CV and 500 words application. Closing date for applications is COB Friday 7th February
2020. Contact Julie Strauss, Business Manager for a copy of the job
description. Phone 08 8569 1503

Pastoral Care Worker

Email Julie.Strauss912@schools.sa.edu.au

All the best for a good year!

INFORMATION FOR YOU
Important Information for parents and students
re Meningococcal Vaccination
The free Meningococcal B catch-up program has been extended until 29th February 2020 for young adults, who were
aged 17 to less than 21 years when the program started on
1 February 2019.
The Meningococcal ACWY is offered through the school program to 14 -16-year-old in year 10 however students aged 15 to
less than 20 years of age who have not received the vaccine
are able to access this vaccine through an ongoing GP and
council clinic program.
https://www.health.gov.au/campaigns/meningococcal-acwyvaccine-for-teens
The Meningococcal ACWY and Meningococcal B vaccines are
available from G. Ps or your local council immunisation service
for students who missed the opportunity at school to access
these free vaccines.
From January to November 2019 there were 26 cases of invasive meningococcal disease reported in South Australia, compared to 30 cases recorded at the same time last year. Of the 26 cases in 2019, 18
have been serogroup B, four serogroup Y, and four serogroup W.
Ref; SA Health Media release 21 November 219
Help put a stop to this devastating disease.
Students or parents may phone HAIMS 8152 0363 if they have any
questions relating to this notice.

INFORMATION FOR YOU

INFORMATION FOR YOU

LIBRARY NEWS

YOUTH BEYOND BLUE

LIBRARY BORROWING - Term 1

Here's a helpful site for young people with anxiety from Youth
Beyond Blue called the Brave Program that may be helpful.

Monday:
Tuesday:

6/7 LOVE, 6/7A LOMBARDI, RE GARRETT,
1/2 NEWELL, 1/2A O’HARA
2/3 ZRIM 8 QUINN 8A McLAREN

Thursday:
Friday:

3 HATCHER, 4/5A WATERS, 3/4 ELI
9 GROVES, R/1 CLARK, 4/5 JOLLY,

Rec - Yr 5:
Year 6 -10:
Year 11 - 12:

https://brave4you.psy.uq.edu.au/
The program was developed by the BRAVE team from Griffith
University, The University of Southern Queensland and The
University of Queensland, in consultation with UniQuest Pty
Limited, and USQ Researcher Dr Sonja March said the program is
easy to use. “The program is fun, interactive and can be completed
at your own pace. All that young people with anxiety need to
access the treatment program is a computer and the internet,” she
said. “Trials and evaluation of the BRAVE program have shown
young people who use it notice a significant improvement in their
anxiety, and many are able to overcome their worries.”

3 books
5 books
10 books

Students in Rec-Year 2 must use a library bag
Congratulations to all the students for their great reading this year!

Jo Dunn Teacher Librarian

LIBRARY STORY TIME
When: Thursday mornings
School Term only
Time:

MCC’s StopIT app empowers students by providing an easy way to

9:30 - 10.00am

safely and anonymously report concerns – from any form of
bullying or harassment to mental health issues. Students can live

Where: Mannum Community
Library

message anonymously with Senior Leaders. If a student isn’t

Preschool Story time aims to introduce children to the
world of books and reading with fun, interactive
experiences in a safe environment. These sessions are
aimed at birth-5 year olds, cost is free and bookings are
not necessary.
Sessions may include stories, rhymes, songs, finger
plays and a simple craft activity. Grandparents and
friends are invited to attend.

directly involved but witnesses something, they can report it by
uploading photos or videos.
The school's StopIT app is available via free download on Android
(Google Play) and Apple (App Store). Our access code is
MCCSTOPIT. Parents can also report anonymously, upload
evidence, or message directly. It's a really great resource.

CANTEEN NEWS
Canteen Manager

VOLUNTEER ROSTER
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

CANTEEN
CLOSED

CANTEEN
CLOSED

TBA

TBA

TBA

CANTEEN
CLOSED

CANTEEN
CLOSED

TBA

TBA

TBA

