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This handbook contains information that is important to your future whether you are beginning your Senior 
Secondary Education or part way through the completion of your South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE). 

What is SACE? 
 

The South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) is a certificate you receive when you successfully complete 
Year 12. It is internationally recognised and is one way South Australian students get into TAFE and university 
courses in South Australia, interstate and overseas. Studying the SACE helps, you develop project planning, 
analysis, evaluation, communication and decision-making skills. These skills will help set you up for success in 
further study and in the workplace. You can tailor the SACE to suit your needs and aspirations. You can choose to 
study from a wide range of SACE subjects, or a combination of SACE subjects and Vocational Education and 
Training (VET) options. There may be other courses you are studying outside of school that could also count 
towards your SACE. 
 

To achieve SACE you need to complete a number of subjects that are worth 10 or 20 credits each. You need 200 
credits worth of Stage 1 and 2 subjects to successfully complete SACE. The SACE comprises of four components: 
Personal Learning Plan (PLP) (10 credits), Research Project (10 credits), Stage 1 subjects (120 credits) and Stage 
2 subjects (60 credits). There are 3 compulsory Stage 1 subjects that students must achieve a óCô grade or better ï 
PLP, Literacy and Numeracy. In Stage 2 students are required to achieve a óCô or better in 3 subjects and the 
Research Project. VET/SBAs will count towards either Stage 1 or Stage 2 credits. 
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Learning Areas 
 

Subjects are divided into nine learning areas: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Year 10 
 

Students at Mannum Community College start their SACE in Year 10 with the Personal Learning Plan (PLP). The 
PLP is a 10-credit Stage 1 subject. All students need to achieve a óCô grade or better in the PLP to get their SACE. 
Studying the PLP at the start of the SACE gives students a good foundation for your Year 11 and 12 studies and 
can help with subject selections later on. This subject get students thinking about their future pathway options and 
ways to best use the SACE to maximise their pathways. 
 

All Year 10 students study the following compulsory Australian Curriculum subjects: 
 

¶ English 

¶ Mathematics 

¶ Science 

¶ Health and Physical Education 

¶ History  

¶ Personal Development ï SHINE/Child Protection 
Curriculum 

¶ Personal Learning Plan (PLP) including Work 
Experience (5 days)  

 
They also have a choice of two elective subjects per semester from the following: 

Promotions and Branding (Media Art) 

Design and Production (Technology Studies)                                                             

Food and Nutrition     

STEM Innovation 

Visual Arts 

Agriculture   

Japanese  

 

 

 

Stage 1 ð Year 11 

At Mannum Community College Year 10 students commence a Year 11 start-up program in Week 8, Term 4. 
 

You can choose from a range of Stage 1 subjects offered at Mannum Community College, as well as Vocational 
Education and Training (VET) courses and other options, eg Open Access.  
 

In Stage 1, all assessment tasks (reports, presentations, etc.) are marked by teachers at their particular schools. 
 

There are two compulsory requirements for the SACE at Stage 1, which students must do ï a full-year of English 
and at least 1 semester of a Mathematics subject. Students must obtain a óCô grade or better in both for their 
SACE. Your assessments in these two areas are marked by your teachers and checked by moderators outside of 
the school to ensure that grades are consistent across all schools. 
 

These English and Mathematic requirements highlight the importance of graduating from school with literacy and 
numeracy skills. 
 
 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

Languages 

Mathematics 

Sciences 

Arts 

Business, Enterprise and Technology 

Cross-disciplinary 

English 

Health and Physical Education 
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In Semester 2, students will undertake the first of their compulsory stage 2 subjects: Research Project. The subject 
is a one semester (10 Credit) subject, which is vital to the structure of the South Australian stage 2 SACE. The 
subject provides students with the opportunity to develop and demonstrate research, analysis and evaluation of a 
topical area of choice. We run this subject in the second semester of year 11 to provide students with the platform 
to achieve greater results in the remaining subjects they select to study at year 12 stage 2 level. Student must 
receive a óCô grade or better in this subject, as they must for all stage 2 subjects. 
 
 

Stage 2 ð Year 12 

At Mannum Community College Year 11 students commence a start-up Year 12 program in Week 8, Term 4.  
 

Like Year 11, you choose your subjects and courses ï this time Stage 2 ï from those offered at Mannum 
Community College or alternatively through Open Access College.  At Stage 2, 70 percent of your assessment 
tasks (reports, tests, presentations, etc.) will be marked by teachers at the school and checked by moderators 
outside of the school. This ensures that marking is consistent across all schools. The remaining 30 percent will be 
assessed outside of your school. These assessments could take the form of examinations, performances or 
investigations.  
 
As students have completed the compulsory Research Project in year 11, students then select a remaining 4 
subject combinations to qualify for an ATAR or 3 if they are just aiming to complete their SACE. VET (Vocational 
Education & Training) can also be used at stage 2 level towards both the SACE and in some cases the ATAR, 
depending on the level of qualification. 
 

Study Skills and Pastoral Care 

Senior School classes have one lesson a week focusing on either Study Skills or Pastoral Care activities.  
Students work with peers, teachers and outside agencies on various activities including: 
 

¶ Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum 

¶ SHINE 

¶ study skills to assist them with their SACE and further studies or in the work place 

¶ social skills  

¶ SAPOL ð various workshops on bullying, cyber safety, violence, drug and alcohol abuse, etc 

¶ HYPA Works ð transition from school to work 

¶ Building personal capabilities 

¶ Health and personal hygiene 

¶ Legal aid and rights presentations 

VET at Mannum Community College 

In 2020, MCC will be running a Certificate II in Construction on Thursdays depending on enrolment numbers. This 
course is run through the Government Training Guarantee for SACE Students (TGSS) and available to students 
over the age of 16 who have not accessed the TGSS Funding prior. Students under age 16 may enrol in these 
courses but may encounter a higher scheduled fee for the course. Students will receive 60 Stage 1 SACE credits. 
We will also offer a number of short courses throughout the year including a short hospitality course in Barista 
essentials, attracting 10 stage 2 SACE credits. 
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Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) is education and training that gives students skills and knowledge for 
work. VET operates through a national training system, and is delivered, assessed and certified by Registered 
Training Organisations (RTOs). 
 

The SACE enables students to include a significant amount of VET in their SACE studies. Students can gain 
recognition for up to 150 SACE credits at Stage 1 and/or Stage 2 for successfully completing VET.  These 
recognition arrangements help students to build coherent pathways in the SACE through VET, and encourage 
students to complete, or make significant progress towards completing VET qualifications while completing the 
SACE. 
 

The SACE is tailored to each studentôs needs and interests, including those who prefer hands-on learning or work 
outside of the classroom. Youôll be able to gain credit for a wide range of learning activities, including undertaking a 
trade, studying at TAFESA or other registered training organisations.   
 

An apprenticeship (school based) can count towards the SACE. This means you can gain on-the-job skills while 
working towards both the SACE and a recognised VET qualification. Trade training requires strong literacy and 
numeracy skills.   The SACE will help you to meet these requirements. 
 

In the SACE you will be able to undertake VET options at both Stage 1 and Stage 2. A prerequisite for many VET 
course is a successful pass of a óCô or better in Year 10 English and Mathematics. 

 

Mannum Community College is part of the Murraylands Pathways Program (MSPs) with a wide range of courses 
offered at the Trade Training Centre and other RTO sites.   
 

Courses come from the Agricultural Industries, Arts & Entertainment Industries, Automotive Industries, Community 
Services & Health Industries, Construction Industries, Electrical & Electronics Industries, Food Industries, 
Hospitality Industries, Innovation & Business Industries, Manufacturing Industries, Service Industries and Sports & 
Recreation Industries. 
 

In Term 3 students are invited to attend the Murraylands VET Taster Day where they get the opportunity to get 
further information on courses that they are interested in.  Students will be given information about the following 
years VET courses after the Taster Day.  
 

Mannum Community College delivers VET courses through RTOôs on site when appropriate which includes Food 
Processing and Construction Courses.   We are always looking at new course to run depending on the needs and 
numbers of our students. 
 

At MCC there is an application process and students will meet with the Senior School Leader to discuss the 
application and the SACE requirements. You can visit their website http://www.murraylandspathways.com to find 
out more information. 
 

Lower Murray Trade Training Centre ð Career Pathways through VET courses 
 
Electro technology   TGSS 
Electro-technology is for students wanting to begin a pathway in the electrical or electronics industries.  
The course provides opportunities for students to understand electrical and electronic trade terminology. Pathways 
-  Data Cabling Technician/ Electronics Technician/ Refrigeration Technician/ Renewable Energy Installer/ Electrical 
Linesperson / Telecommunications Engineer 
 
Doorways to Construction TGSS 
The focus is on providing hands on practical experience in the trade areas of carpentry, concreting, tiling, painting 
and decorating, joinery, plastering, gyp rocking, bricklaying and demolition.  Pathways ï Carpenter / Bricklayer/ 
Tiler / Solid Plasterer / General Builder /Building Contractor 
We host this at Mannum Community College also. 
 
Resources and Infrastructure  (Civil Construction) 
For students who wish to explore a career in the Civil Construction, Mining and Resources Industry. Civil 
engineers apply the principles of geotechnical engineering, structural engineering, environmental engineering, 
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transportation engineering and construction engineering to residential, commercial, industrial and public works 
projects of all sizes and levels of construction.   
Pathways - Civil Engineer / Heavy Machinery Operator / Road Worker / Mine Worker 
 
 
Automotive Pathways  TGSS 
This course is designed to improve studentôs chances of becoming registered as an apprentice by an employer 
and progressing towards becoming a fully qualified tradesperson. in automotive mechanical light vehicle, diesel, 
auto electrical, outdoor power equipment and motor cycle trades.  
Pathways - Automotive Servicing Technician /Diesel Mechanic / Panel Beater / Spray Painter / Parts Interpreter 
 
Engineering Metal Fabrication   or Welding Fabrication (short course) 
A career in engineering; Students undertake training in oxy-acetylene, arc and mig welding as well as thermal 
cutting.   
Pathways - Engineering Tradesperson / Fabrication / Boilermaker / Sheet Metal Worker / Blacksmith / Motor 
Vehicle Manufacture / Mining Industries / Jeweler  
 
Individual Support ð Pathways into Aged Care /Nursing   - Disability Studies  TGSS 
This course is delivered by TAFE SA in partnership with local country hospitals, Aged Care and Support 
Organisations for People with Disabilities. Students are able to complete a full Certificate 3 in Aged Care or 
Disability Studies.   
Pathways: Aged Care Worker | Personal Care Worker | Disability Care Worker / Enrolled and Registered Nursing.  
 
Early Childhood Education and Care  TGSS 
Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care which can be completed over 18months.  This course will give 
you a taste of the Child Care Industry and develop a range of skills that will assist you in both the workplace and to 
relate to children in everyday life.   
Pathways: Child Care Worker /Early Childhood Educator / Out of School Services Worker /Child Care Director 
 
Animal Studies   
The course provides students with entry level qualification to the Animal Care Industry. The course content is a mixture 
of theory and practical application including; preparing for work in the animal industry, basic animal behavior, basic 
animal health and nutrition, Certificate I, II and III available on line and face to face. (Cert III TGSS) 
Pathways Veterinary Nurse / Animal Attendant / Zookeeper /Animal Shelter Worker Veterinary Surgeon / Animal 
Technician 
  
Kitchen Operations  
This course is suited to students who would like to become a Chef.   
Pathways - Chef / Kitchen Hand / Cook / Guest Services Attendant / Food and Beverage Attendant / Kitchens / 
Cafes / Restaurants / Function Centre 
 
Hospitality (Restaurant Operations) 
Suited to students who would like to become Front of House Waiters.   
Pathways - Cafes / Restaurants / Function Centre 
 
Food Processing ð Baking & Cake Decorating TGSS 
Tailored as an introduction to Baking & Cake Decoration, is ideal for students wishing to pursue a career in the 
Baking or Food Industry. Gourmet baking techniques, cake decoration, breads and sweet yeast products, food 
safety, hygiene are all covered in detail.   
Pathways: Baking Apprenticeship specializing in and of the following areas: - Cake & Pastry / Bread / Combined 
Patisserie Chef / Commercial Cookery / Food Processing Roles / Food Retail ï customer Service Roles 
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Food Processing ð Meat Processing & Retail Butchery TGSS 
An introduction to Meat Processing & Retail Butchery is ideal for students wishing to pursue a career in the Meat 
or Food Industry. Meat Safety, hygiene, knife sharpening, grading carcasses, trimming meats, operating mincers, 
production processes, meat cookery & producing value added products are all covered in detail. Students will be 
exposes to working with poultry, beef, lamb & pork products throughout the course.  
Pathways: Retail Butcher Apprentice / Apprenticeships /Abattoirs/Slaughtering including Traineeships / Customer 
service roles / Livestock farming including Apprenticeships / Warehousing/factory roles 
 
 
Hair and Beauty Industry  
If you have decided hairdressing or barbering is the career for you, this is your training pathway. Students can 
choose between hairdressing specific subjects or you can incorporate some skincare and make-up and follow the 
Beauty pathway.  
Pathways - Hairdresser / Beauty therapist / Cert II Salon Assistant TGSS 
 
Fitness Instructor 
This qualification reflects the role of instructors who perform a range of activities and functions within the fitness 
industry. 
Pathways: Fitness Instructor for group, aqua or gym programs / Personal Trainer 
 
Screen and Media ð 3D Animation and Game Development 
The Game Art Foundations course will teach students how to develop 3D environments, characters and animations 
for interactive games. Game art development is an exciting and dynamic entertainment medium that is quickly being 
adapted into traditional areas such as architecture, product design and film making as well as emerging technologies 
such as VR and AR. 
 
Game Programming 
Game Programmers drive the game development process; creating the framework, functionality and interaction in the 
game. Great Game Programmers have an aptitude for logic, are creative problem solvers, enjoy technical challenges 
and have a passion for playing and making games.   
 
Sport and Recreation  
 
 
Music, Event Management and Technical Production 
The courses will give hands on practical experience which takes you through the process from an idea, to a plan, 
right down to what happens on the day of a festival as well as every aspect of planning your own event.   
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About the SACE Capabilities 

When you study for your SACE you continue to develop capabilities to live, learn, work and participate successfully 
in an ever-changing society. 
 

The following seven general capabilities underpin the SACE: 

 

  
1.  Literacy Capability  
You will extend your literacy capability by, for example, choosing  and using 

language, engaging with a  variety of texts, and communicating  with a range of 

people in different  situations.  
 

2.  Numeracy Capability  
You will extend your numeracy capability by, for example,  interpreting 

information in diagrams,  maps, graphs, and tables.  

3.  Information and Communication Capability  
You will  further extend this capability by using current and emerging technologies 

and understanding their  impact on society and the workplace . 

4.  Critical and Creative T hinking  Capability  
Iden tifying and exploring different topics, posing and investigating  questions, and 

organising information  are some of the skills you will use  to imp rove your critical 

and creative thinking capability.  

5.  Personal and Social Capabilit y 
Developi ng confidence, self -discipline, independence, resilience, initiative, and  

adaptabil ity while working in teams and dealing with challenging situations in a  

constructiv e way are some of the skills to be developed through the personal 

and  social capability.  

 

6.  Ethical Understanding Capability  
Through this capability you will gain a deep er understanding of how ethical issues 

are managed successfully.  

7.  Ethical Understanding Capability  
Learning about and developing respect for other peopleõs social and  cultural 

backgrounds, to work and live  together, is a key aspect of intercultural  

understanding. You will also explore global  citizenship, and learn about the 

social,  cultural, linguistic, and religious diversity of  a nation.  
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Assessment 

Stage 1 subjects in the SACE will be assessed by the school and moderated internally or externally. 
 

All Stage 2 subjects will have a 30% external assessment component which will be done through assessment 

tasks such as exams, practical performance or presentations. Stage 2 subjects are moderated at the SACE Board 

to ensure that standards are maintained across the state. 

School Assessment 

At Stage 1 and 2, as an indication of your performance, you will be awarded a grade, A ï E, at the end of each 
assessment period during the year. This is to give you an indication of your achievement in this subject. 
 

While the grading system used for the school assessment is similar to that used by the SACE Board for Stage 2 
results, there is a difference. The SACE Board grade and the school assessment grade measure different things.  
The school grade is a diagnostic tool, which measures strengths and weakness in a particular subject area. The 
SACE Board grade is an accreditation towards the South Australian Certificate of Education. 
 

A Very High-Achievement 

B  High Achievement 

C Competent Achievement 

D Marginal Achievement 

E Unsatisfactory 
 

School Assessment 

Summative assessment forms the basis of both your SACE and school assessment. Summative assessment is a 
term used to describe an assessment activity which measures achievement at the end of a section of work. 
 

Formative assessment describes to work or tasks undertaken to guide further learning and to prepare you for 
summative assessment. Teachers of all SACE subjects will provide you with plans of the summative assessment 
program you will be undertaking.   
 

You must plan your work carefully, organising the completion of tasks to meet all due dates. The SACE Board 
have strict policies on the deadlines for summative work.   
 

Understanding Performance Standards 

Getting an óAô on an assignment is great, but do you know why you received that grade? How was your work 
assessed? What makes an óAô different from a óBô? In every subject you need to show a certain standard in your 
work to achieve a grade. This is where óperformance standardsô come in. Performance standards are the 
descriptions of the grades you receive for your assessments. In each subject, each grade has a description 
attached to it that defines the standard of work. Think of it as a guide to achieving a particular grade. Whenever 
youôre given a grade (A to E) in a subject, you can check the performance standards to monitor your own progress 
through the subject. They describe how well you have demonstrated what you know, can do and understand. They 
also can help you to set yourself goals for improvement. 

During the teaching and learning program the teacher gives students feedback on their learning, with reference to 
the performance standards.  
At the studentôs completion of study of each school assessment type, the teacher makes a decision about the 
quality of the studentôs leaning by:  
Å referring to the performance standards  
Å assigning a grade between A+ and E- for the assessment type.  

The studentôs school assessment and external assessment are combined for a final result, which is reported as a 
grade between A+ and E-.   
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Choosing your subjects 
 

Choosing your subjects for Stage 1 and Stage 2 of the SACE may at first seem overwhelming ï there are a lot of 
options to choose from. All SACE students need to complete the compulsory requirements, but the other subject 
choices are up to you. If you ask the right questions and use the right resources, you will be able to choose the 
subjects that will take you where you want to go. 
 

Review your Personal Learning Plan 
In the Personal Learning Plan, you consider your strengths and interests and areas needing further development. 
Take another look at the personal and learning goals you established then and see if they are still right for you. 
You might have changed your mind about the direction you want to take after high school. Review your choices 
and let your interests and strengths guide you. 
 

Talk to teachers, parents, friends and the Senior School Leader 
SACE subjects are divided into nine learning areas. Think about the learning areas youôre interested in and talk to 
your teachers and Senior School Leader about the subjects that are offered at your school.  
 

Remember that apart from studying SACE subjects, you can also gain credits towards your SACE through 
Vocational Education and Training (VET), or community learning. 
 

Talk to your parents and friends too, as they may be able to offer another perspective and give you the confidence 
and support to choose the subjects that are right for you. 
 

Think about future career requirements 
Consider the type of career or work you may want to enter after school and the pathways that will take you there.  
 

If you want to study at University, you can use the SACE to gain an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) for 
entry into courses locally, nationally or internationally.  
 

Some University courses have prerequisite subjects, so ask your Senior School Leader or teachers about these. 
Many SACE students choose to study at top overseas Universities ï if this is something youôre interested in, you 
will need to consider their entry requirements. 
 

If you want to study at TAFE SA, you will need to get a TAFE SA Selection Score. Make sure you talk to the Senior 
School Leader about meeting any special requirements. 
 

Use the SACE website 
The Subjects section of the SACE website has a lot of information on the topics that are covered in each subject. 
This will help you decide if a particular subject is for you.  
Use the information on the subject pages and the óStudents Onlineô tool to help plan your SACE. Students Online 
can provide an overview of how you are going in your SACE and how the subjects you choose can contribute 
towards your certificate. 
 

Subject Information on the SACE Website 

If you look under the Subjects section of the SACE website, you will discover that each SACE subject now has its 
own óminisitesô. On the various minisites you will find a wealth of information that will support your learning. Each 
minisite provides information that you can use to help choose your subjects and also to achieve your best in them. 
Here are some documents on each subjectôs minisite that you may find particularly helpful: 
 

Subject Outline 
Reading the subject outline can give you a real head-start in any SACE subject. This document explains the 
learning requirements and the knowledge, skills and understanding that you need to develop and demonstrate 
through your learning in the subject. 
 

Chief Assessorsõ reports 
Chief Assessorsô reports are produced every year for each SACE subject. The reports provide a summary of how 
the previous yearôs students did in the subject overall, giving you a good idea about how to approach that subject. 
The reports also cover how students did in the previous yearôs exam (if the subject is examined) both overall and 
on each of the different questions. Whether or not there is an exam for the subject, there will be an assessment 
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report. Assessment reports are a great source of ideas and information and may help you identify areas of your 
own learning that need more attention. 
 

Support materials 
For subjects that have an examination, youôll find past yearsô exams under Support Materials. Answering previous 
exam questions is great practice for the end of the year. The SACE Board also provides the assessment report 
from that year. You will also find exemplars with student responses in this section. By reading these examples you 
will get a better understanding of what you will need to demonstrate to achieve particular grade levels. 
 

What you need to know about the SACE Board 

The SACE Board is responsible for the curriculum and assessment at Stage 1 and Stage 2 of the SACE. Some of 
the important things you need to know about the SACE Board are: 
 

Keeping Your Personal Details Accurate and Up-to-Date 
The SACE Board issues you with a SACE Registration Slip during your first year in the SACE. Your personal 
details shown on this slip, such as address, date of birth, surname and given names, must be accurate and up-to-
date. Please inform the Senior School Leader if any personal details change. Slips also show your SACE 
registration number which you will need to quote in any correspondence you have with the SACE Board. 
 

Moderation 
The SACE Board supervises the moderation of all Stage 2 subjects. Moderation involves a range of processes 
which are used to make the assessments in particular subject comparable and thus fair for all students, no matter 
which school or class they are in. Please ask your subject teacher about the particular moderation processes and 
requirements for individual subjects. 
 

Some Stage 1 subjects are moderated and schools will be informed early in each semester of these. 
 

Scaling 
Scaling is the process that compares and adjusts raw scores across subjects at Stage 2 in order to calculate 
tertiary entrance points. Some thoughts to bear in mind about scaling: 
 

¶ there are no guarantees that a subject will be scaled up or scaled down in a particular year 

¶ all Stage 2 subjects are scaled together 

¶ scaling of a subject depends upon the performance of groups of students taking that subject in a particular 
year, not the performance of an individual student 

¶ the combination of subjects taken by a student does not affect the University Entrance Score received by that 
student 

 

Special Provisions 
The SACE Boardôs special provisions in assessment and curriculum can, in certain circumstances, help you to 
complete the requirements if your SACE subjects, if your studies are interrupted or affected for example, by illness, 
disability or unexpected family reasons, special arrangements may be made with the SACE Board to help redress 
the disadvantage you have suffered. For more information about special provisions, please see the Senior School 
Leader. 
 

SACE Board Documentation 
Any documentation received by you from the SACE Board should be checked carefully to ensure that it is accurate 
and complete. At Stage 1 you receive a Statement of Results showing your results at the end of the first semester 
and at the end of the year.  At Stage 2 your Record of Achievement is forwarded to you directly from the SACE 
Board. 
 

The results information on these documents will determine your success in gaining the SACE and will be important 
in the transition from Stage 1 to Stage 2 and from Stage 2 into higher education. The documents will also form a 
useful part of your job application portfolio. Please store them carefully and securely. 
 

Higher Education Entrance 
The South Australian tertiary institutions ï The University of Adelaide, Flinders University, University of South 
Australia and TAFE have quite specific entrance requirements and these vary from course to course. You are 
advised to study these entry requirements very carefully when making your subject choices for Stage 1 and Stage 
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2 at this school.  Make sure you understand which subjects are prerequisites for the courses and universities of 
your choice. 
 

The Senior School Leader will give each student a copy of the book óSATAC Tertiary Entrance.  This book contains 
the most up-to-date information about entrance to South Australian tertiary institutions.  Please also see the Senior 
School Leader if require assistance in using this book. 
 

Australian Tertiary Admissions Ranking (ATAR) 
 
Australian Tertiary Admissions Ranking (ATAR) 
Students need an (ATAR) to apply for university courses. 
 
The ATAR is: 

¶ a measure of a studentôs academic achievement compared to other students 

¶ used by Universities to select students who have completed Year 12 

¶ given to students on a range from 0 to 99.95. Students receiving an ATAR of 99.95 are the highest ranked in 
the country. 

 
Calculating the ATAR 

For students completing the SACE in 2016 and beyond, the ATAR will be calculated based on their results in: 

¶ three full-year University Entry Subjects (equal to 60 credits of Stage 2 SACE subjects), plus 10 credits from 
Research Project, plus another 20 credit subject at stage 2 level.  

 
Additionally plus ONE of the following: 

¶ a fourth full-year University Entry Subject (equal to 20 credits of Stage 2 SACE subjects) OR isnõt it 90? 

¶ A ñflexible optionò (see below). Students completing the SACE in 2011 and beyond. 
 
What is the flexible option? 
South Australian Universities will recognise one alternative to a full-year University Entry Subject as part of the 
calculation of the ATAR. The flexible option can comprise either option A OR B below (whichever gives the highest 
ATAR). 
 
A: Students recognised as equivalent to a full-year University Entry Subject by the SACE Board of South Australia 
and Universities (see information below on recognised studies). OR 
B: Any TWO of the following: 

¶ Half the score from a fourth full-year (20 credit) University Entry Subject or other recognised studies 

¶ A half-year (10 credit) University Entry Subject or other recognised studies 

¶ Another half-year (10 credit) University Entry Subject or other recognised studies 
 

¶ The half-year (10 credit) Research Project subject provided the students completes a common written 
assessment as part of the subject. 

 

Recognised studies   
The SACE Board of South Australia may recognise a range of non-SACE subjects that can count towards the 
SACE. The Universities may also agree to these studies being able to contribute to the calculation of the ATAR.  
The Vice-Chancellor of South Australiaôs Universities have suggested recognised studies could include university 
subjects, International Baccalaureate subjects, interstate Year 12 subjects and Vocational Education and Training 
(VET) qualifications. Further information is available on the SACE Board website. 
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Useful Websites 
 
SACE Board of South Australia 
http://www.sace.sa.edu.au 

University of Adelaide 
http://www.adelaide.edu.au 

SATAC 
http://www.satac.edu.au 

Flinders University 
http://www.flinders.edu.au 

UniSA 
http://www.unisa.edu.au 
 
Murraylands Student Pathways (VET) 
http://murraylandspathways.com 
 

TAFESA 
http://www.tafesa.edu.au 

Establishing good study skills 

Now that youôre in the midst of your senior schooling, itôs important to establish some good study habits. A 
structured study routine will ensure you make the best of the time you have available for learning. Donôt wait until 
Year 12 to start using these tips, start in Year 10 so that when you get to Year 12 you will already be in a really 
good study routine. 
 

Striking the right balance between your studies, social life, family, work and sporting commitments and the need to 
get some sleep, can be challenging but establishing a regular study routine will help you to use your time wisely 
and maximise your learning. 
 

Remember that in Year 12, 70 percent of the work that you will be assessed on for your SACE will take place 
during the school year and will be marked by teachers at MCC. The remaining 30 percent of your work ï such as 
exams and investigations - will be assessed outside of school.   
 

Year 11 work will be marked by teachers at MCC and some subjects may be sent to the SACE Board for 
moderation. 
 

So itós important to establish some good study habits early on and to work consistently throughout the school year 
to achieve your best. 
 

The right environment 
The fewer distractions you have around you, the easier it will be to focus on your studies. Think about where you 
study best, whether itôs in the school library, your bedroom, or elsewhere. Being in a quiet environment will ensure 
you make the most of your time. 
 

Simple things, like a comfortable chair, good lighting and ready access to the study materials you need, will help 
you focus. Switching off your phone and avoiding social networking websites will also help minimise disruption and 
maximise achievement. 
 

Planning 
Think about the structure of your day and week and work out what assignments you have due and when. By 
making a list of your priorities, you will be able to manage your time more effectively. 
 

As you work out your study schedule, remember to make time for catching up with friends, playing sport, or just 
watching a bit of TV and relaxing. If you find it easier to concentrate in the morning ï make sure you timetable 
more difficult study tasks earlier in the day. 
 

Looking after yourself 
Exercise and a healthy diet can help improve your concentration, reduce stress levels and improve general 
wellbeing. Sometimes simply taking a walk in the fresh air will help you return to your studies reinvigorated. 
 

Getting a good nightôs sleep is also important to help you concentrate and feel more alert as you prepare to study, 
particularly during the exam period. 
 

 
 

http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/
http://www.satac.edu.au/
http://www.flinders.edu.au/
http://www.unisa.edu.au/
http://murraylandspathways.com/
http://www.tafesa.edu.au/
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Ask for help 
Remember that help is always available if you are feeling overwhelmed or particularly stressed about your studies 
and exams. Family members and friends can help test your knowledge and teachers can provide advice on the 
areas of study you need to concentrate on. 
 

Family and friends can also provide support and advice if you do feel anxious or concerned, particularly during the 
examination period. 
 

More examination and study advice can be found on the Students and Families section of the SACE website. 
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In Years Rï10 the Australian Curriculum supports the deepening of knowledge, understanding and skills in all 
eight learning areas. The curriculum continues to prepare students for civic, social and economic participation and 
personal health and well-being whilst providing increased opportunities for students to make choices and 
specialise in learning of particular interest. The curriculum is designed to equip students for senior secondary 
schooling, including vocational pathways. 

In English the curriculum continues to provide opportunities to practise, consolidate and extend the knowledge, 
skills and understanding of previous years. It provides for further development of knowledge of how language 
works and increasingly sophisticated analysis and construction of different text types, including multimodal texts, in 
various genres and modes. Students learn how literature can be discussed in relation to themes, ideas, and 
historical and cultural contexts. Students critically analyse and evaluate texts to develop understanding of purpose 
and audience and how language techniques are used to position the audience. 

The Mathematics curriculum draws on previously established mathematical ideas to solve non-routine problems 
and develop more complex and abstract ideas. It makes connections between mathematical concepts and their 
application in the world. It lays the foundations for future studies, including introducing all students to the benefits 
of algebra and applications of geometry. The curriculum allows for more mathematically able Year 10 students to 
be extended with more content to enrich their mathematical study. 

The Science curriculum continues to develop understanding of important science concepts across the major 
science disciplines. It focuses on explaining phenomena involving science and its applications using evidence and 
explanation to move to more abstract models and theories of science including the nature and conservation of 
energy. It uses the ideas of patterns and systems to move to the complex ideas of form and function, equilibrium 
and interdependence in the physical and natural world. 

The subjects of History, Geography, Civics and Citizenship and Economics and Business in the Humanities 
and Social Sciences learning area also provide for deeper engagement with abstract thought; students are 
encouraged to question established conventions, practices and values and consider possible outcomes and 
consequences of actions using logic. Exploration of social and environmental issues widens to local, national, 
regional and global contexts and a focus on investigative methods promotes the making and systematic testing of 
simple hypotheses about phenomena, issues and challenges. As they reflect on their own and othersô actions, 
values and attitudes, students develop and apply ethical thinking skills to real and proposed decisions and actions. 

In Health and Physical Education practical learning experiences broaden to encourage life-long involvement in 
physical activity. Skills are developed for critical and creative appraisal, analysis and refinement of studentsô own 
and othersô movement performance. Social, cultural and political factors that influence health, safety, wellbeing 
and physical activity participation are questioned and critically analysed to make informed judgements and ethical 
decisions. Strategies to positively manage change and respectful relationships, leadership and collaboration skills 
are developed and critically evaluated. 

At Mannum Community College our Year 10 students study English, Mathematics, Science, History and Health & 
Physical Education. Students also complete the SACE Stage 1 Personal Learning Plan (PLP) during year 10. 
Students also undertake 2 Personal Development lessons per week which covers SHINE, Child Protection 
Curriculum and other social skills activities and curriculum. 

They also have the choice of 8 elective subjects in 2019. Design & Production (Technology Studies), Visual Art, 
Food & Nutrition, Stage (Dance & Drama), Promotion and Branding (Media Arts), Agriculture, STEM Innovation 
and Japanese. All of these subjects give students an insight and a better foundation to subjects that are offered at 
Stage 1 and 2 level of the SACE.   

 

 

 

 

 




















































































